
The good old days of threshing mach i n e s
By Joe Kieser

The Minneapolis threshing
Machine Company started in Hop-
kins in 1887.

Two years later, the company
b egan producing the first steam trac-
tion engines with the formation of
the Minneapolis-Molin Pow e r
Equipment Co., Incorporated in
1929. The following story is about
h ow this equipment was used on our
local fa r m s .

This is the fly wheel side of the
1907 heavy-duty Minneapolis dou-
ble engine. It was mounted on a high
pressure, direct flue fire boy boiler,
designed to burn coal, wood, or
s t r aw. It came equipped with flat
s p o ke wheels and heavy plow i n g
g e a r s .

Standard items included a duplex
pump injector and cylinder oil pump.
This particular unit was manufa c-
tured for one year only.

The threshing machine, also pro-
duced in 1907, had a 36-inch throat,
and was equipped with double feed-
ers. The feeders were lowered and
raised with a series of cables. They
were positioned between the bu n d l e
stacks for ease of loading.

Water wagons were also a ve r y
necessary piece of equipment. A
hand pump was used to obtain wa t e r
from a stock tank, cistern, or nearby
pond or creek. The hose had a screen
on the end so nothing got into the
tank other than wa t e r. The engine
needed a steady supply of wa t e r, so
this was a full-time job.

The engine man (Fred Fa s c h i n g )
l ived west of Winsted. The engine

only traveled two miles per hour, so
it was a long trip to the Martin Kieser
farm, northwest of Winsted. 

The boiler and fire box needed to
be fired for at least three hours before
the machine could be moved. The
steam pressure gauge needed to be at
250 psi. At night, the fire was banke d
with ashes and the damper wa s
closed to maintain a few coals until
m o r n i n g .

The separator man (Mike
Fasching) needed, first of all, to
determine wind direction. Straw
could not be blown into the wind for
various reasons. 

The concaves and sieves needed to
be level, so holes were dug in the
ground at various depths and the
wheels driven into these holes. Sev-
eral tries were usually needed before
the machine were ready for opera-
tion. 

S t a kes were driven into the ground
in front and behind each axle. This
was necessary because the machine
could not move when the drive belt
was tightened. 

He constantly wa l ked around or
stood on top of his machine during
operations. Parts needed to be be
greased and oiled, the half-bu s h e l
hopper watched, and a nice cone-
shaped straw pile maintained. If the
wind direction changed the whole
ritual started all ove r. 

The alignment of the engine to the
separator was a tricky endeavo r. It
also needed to be level and the fly
wheel kept turning when he backe d
up to tighten the drive belt.

The same property, pictured above, as it can be seen today.

A photo taken approx i m a t e ly around 1909 at the Martin Kieser,
S r. , farm in W i n s t e d , Victor Tow n s h i p , Wright County, s h ows the
property as it wasduring that time.The road that exists now, pic-
tured below right, was not there in 1909 as it is now. I d e n t i f i c a-
tions of some people in the photograph are Martin Kieser, S r. ,
f i rst from left; Ben Rohling, sixth from left; To ny Sch i e b e r, n i n t h
f rom left; Mike Fa s ch i n g , 10th from left; Paul Quast, 11th fro m
left; Joe Kieser, 13th from left; Fred Fasching, 14th from left; and
Andrew A. Fasching, 15th from left. Call Joe Kieser at (320) 485-
2502 to help with identification of the other men.
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