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“This is my grand-baby,” 
Margaret Heath says, introduc-
ing the 5-pound Chihuahua on 
her lap. 

Lola may be small, but she’s 
caused big excitement at St. 
Mary’s Care Center in Winsted 
recently.

“She’s basically the mascot 
of St. Mary’s,” said Heath, who 
has been living at St. Mary’s 
since February 2013. 

Lola was born about a year 
ago, in a litter of puppies owned 
by Charles and Rosemary We-
ber of Winsted.  

“They brought all the pup-
pies here,” recalled Michele 
Muller, St. Mary’s therapeutic 
recreation manager.

Muller’s daughter picked 
Lola out, and she’s been a 
member of the Muller family 
ever since. About three days a 
week, Muller takes Lola to St. 
Mary’s to spend time with resi-
dents.

“Everybody wants to hold 
her and pet her,” Heath said.

Lola seems to especially like 
seeing Heath.

“She’s excited to come, and 
knows right where Margaret’s 
room is,” Muller said.

“I think she chose me to 
be her grandma because I’m 
willing to hold her and pet her 
and take her outside,” Heath 
added.

Heath began spending time 
with Lola about two months 
ago.

“Michele brought her one 
day, and I picked her up and 
cuddled her and hugged her 
and kissed her,” Heath said. 
“From that moment on, we 
were pals.” 

According to Heath, Lola’s 
favorite thing in the world is 
being held.

“I can take her outside and 
she’ll stay on my lap,” Heath 
said. “She’s smart, she’s loving, 
she’s lovable.”

Heath, who is originally 
from Hutchinson, has been an 
animal lover her entire life. 

In the past, she had a hairy 
purebred Chihuahua named 
Pickles. She also had two cats, 
named Kitty Cat and Pukka 
(Pukka means “good.”)

Heath also used to have a 
parrot and cockatiels.

“The parrot was in love with 
my female cockatiel,” she re-
called.
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St. Mary’s Care Center resident Margaret Heath is a “grandmoth-
er” to Lola, a Chihuahua owned by therapeutic recreation man-
ager Michele Muller.

Should you get a Chihuahua?
If you’re hoping to get a dog that’s easy to hold, 

a Chihuahua might be your answer. The Chihua-
hua, which is named after the state of Chihuahua 
in Mexico, is the smallest breed of dog.

The temperament of an individual Chihuahua 
is often inherited, according to The Daily Puppy 
website. Chihuahuas typically do well living in 
apartments, and they are good travel compan-
ions. Their life expectancy is 11 to 18 years.

A Chihuahua’s small size has some disadvan-
tages, because they generally have fragile, thin 
bones. They should be handled with care, and 
they need to be protected from the cold.

Here are the “Pet of the Month” unoffi  cial star 
ratings. (One star is the worst, and fi ve stars is the 
best.)

• Cost: 
• Ease of Care: 
• Lifespan:

A look at local creatures big and small
Pet of the Month

Welcome! This series in the last issue of Herald Journal 
each month highlights local pets (and their owners).

If you have a unique pet, e-mail Starrla Cray at scray@heraldjournal.com.
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ager Michele Muller.
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Lola loves spending time with Margaret Heath at St. Mary’s Care 
Center in Winsted.  
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Lola wore a sweater last year to keep warm. Because of their small 
size, Chihuahuas are sensitive to cold weather.
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This is Lola when she was a puppy. She is now about one year 
old.


