
Delano city council candidates
Six candidates are running for a seat on the 

Delano City Council – incumbent Dan Vick, 
Larry Bartels, Sara Beamish, Jason Franzen, 
Holly Schrupp, and Elijah Sinkel.

Ron Drake withdrew as a candidate for city 
council.
Dan Vick

Family: I am 51 years old and have been 
married to my wife, 
Karn, for 29 years. To-
gether, we have two 
daughters, graduates of 
the Delano School Dis-
trict and Mankato State.

Education: Delano 
High School (GED)

How long in area? 
More than 45 years.

Work history? As an 
independent businessman, I have been active 
in the community for more than 30 years. I am 
the proud owner and operator of Hom Inspec-
tions, and most recently, Wise Supplies. I was 
also the founder of Delano Rental Inc., and All 
Party Rents LLC.

Previous public office? Currently a city 
council member.

Why should you be elected? I am run-
ning in hopes of providing four more years of 
common sense with a reasonable mindset to 
our community. I think my past voting record 
shows a true story of how I think.

For example: Voted no on street assess-
ments and stood alone on that vote for two 
years. Together with Jack Russek, we defeated 
the street assessment policy.

Voted no on gambling with your money.
Voted no on Highway 12 project.
Voted to let the people decide how they 

want our local government to work (Delano 
Municipal Power on upcoming ballot).

Some accomplishments: Took lead roles in 
sharing the cost of our building official with 
Watertown.

Reduced the cost of park maintenance and 
provided oversight on street projects.

Promoted dog waste stations to be installed 
in their current locations.

I believe I have brought a lot of positive 
change to the city of Delano over the last four 
years, and I would like to bring many more.
Larry Bartels

Family: Wife, Lynn; children, Kent and 
Marissa.

Education: Gradu-
ate, upper 5 percent from 
Delano High School; 
University of Minnesota, 
engineering, business 
and economics.

How long in area? I 
have lived in the Delano 
city limits for almost my 
entire life, except when I 
attended college.

Work history? I have spent my entire life 
working continuously in the building industry 
in all aspects of the retail business, with the 
last 35 years in sales or management.

Previous public office? I have served for 
a total of 16 years as a city council member, 
during which time Delano has been known 
county-wide for low tax rates and a high level 
of service delivery.

I have also served for 12 years as a board 
member on the Utility Commission. During 
that time, much of the long-term debt has been 
retired, needed infrastructure updates have oc-
curred, and yet we still enjoy very competitive 
electric rates when compared to our neighbor-
ing out-of-town suppliers. 

I’m very proud of the accomplishments 
I and the other board and council members 
have been able to bring to our citizens when 
we work cooperatively together.

Why should you be elected? I only get 
300 words for this, so I’ll try to be succinct. 

I was last in office from 2007 to 2010. Dur-
ing that time, the city’s operations budget went 
from $1,837,105 to $1,866,830. Over the four 
years I served, that was an increase of less 
than 4 percent – under the rate of inflation 
and growth for that period. That was not an 
easy task, but it was necessary because of the 
Great Recession, and because the taxpayers 
deserved a break.

Now, the current council has established a 
budget just from operations of $2,291,641 for 
2015, subject to final adoption. 

If adopted as is, the budget for operations 

( running the functions of city government) 
will have increased over 19 percent since the 
2011 budget. That’s over four times the rate 
of increase since the last time I served on the 
council.

I’m not saying I can produce the low tax 
rates and high service levels you expect all by 
myself, but I think I have demonstrated I know 
how to work with others, show them the num-
bers, and come to a consensus to get things 
done with the lowest cost, the highest quality, 
and the best value for your tax dollars.

A vote for Larry Bartels is a vote for real 
tax savings and strategic planning that saves 
money over the long term. 

And if your council representative isn’t 
thinking and planning for the long term, do 
you really want them there spending your 
money?
Jason Michael Franzen

 Family: I have been married for 10 years 
to my wife, Anna Fran-
zen, who is from War-
saw, Poland. We have 
two children; Filip, who 
is 7 and is in Boy Scouts, 
and Zofia, who is 2.

Education: Associate 
of applied science from 
North Hennepin Com-
munity College in 1992; 
St. Cloud State Universi-
ty bachelor of science with history major, and 
a secondary social studies teaching license 
1995.

How long in area? We have lived in the 
area for eight years, but I was born in Water-
town, and lived out here when my parents built 
a home in Rockford Township while I was in 
college. 

Our family has lived in the area since the 
1870s; since they emigrated from Poland and 
lived in Franklin/Woodland townships.

Work history? Fraud analyst for United 
Health Care for five years, Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Minnesota for five years, Allianz 
Life Insurance for two years, and a substitute 
teacher of social studies for seven years.

Previous public office? Delano Park and 
Recreation Commission, Historical Preserva-
tion Commission.

I am running for the position of city coun-
cil, because I would bring a fresh perspective 
to this position. 

How, and in what way? Not having grown 
up in the area, and not having business in the 
area, I know that I will enter this civic duty 
without real or implied conflict of interest. 

Having said that, I have lived in the area for 
eight years with my wife, Anna. We are rais-
ing two wonderful kids, Filip, 7, and Zofia, 2. 

One can see that I have “skin in the game.” 
My extended family through the Gabrelcik’s 
side has lived in the area since they emigrated 
from Poland in 1874. My father’s relatives are 
from Loretto. That I have spent so many of my 
vacations as a child, and holidays in Delano 
since 1974 underlines an obvious point to my 
strong feelings, loyalty, and ties to the area and 
its people.

I bring work experience, education, and life 
experience into the challenge of this position, 
and it will help me be an excellent city council 
member. 

I graduated from St. Cloud State Univer-
sity with a history teaching license. I work at 
United Health Care as a fraud analyst. 

With my wife, Anna, we jointly own a Pol-
ish-English newspaper, the Kurier Polski, in 
which I have written many articles concerning 
Polish-Americans, history, genealogy, politics, 
and issues effecting Wright County, as well. 

This, plus my 14 years of civic service in the 
Polish community, as well as to Delano – be it 
as a public speaker, presenter, advocate, writer 
– to say nothing of the Park & Recreation, or 
Historical Preservation commissions, demon-
strates my continued willingness to serve my 
community. 

As “you, the voters,” choice for Delano City 
Council, I feel my diverse background, and 
experiences provides me the requisites to be 
your first choice to the Delano City Council.
Sara Beamish

Family: Husband, Ken Beamish. Children, 
Justin (10 years old), and Kyra (9 years old). 

Education: Bachelor of arts degree in po-
litical science in 2004, from St. Cloud State 
University.

How long in area? Moved to Delano in 

2009.
Work history? Own-

er of South Fork Brew-
ing Company in Delano. 
Previously, owner of The 
Bohemian Wine Bar 
and Pub in Delano. As-
sistant at Cyber Geeks, 
owned by husband, Ken 
Beamish.

Previous public of-
fice? No elected posi-
tions held. Served on Delano Planning Com-
mssion from 2011 until 2013.

Why should you be elected? I should be 
elected because as an owner of multiple busi-
nesses in Delano, I understand the need to have 
a working city government that is friendly to 
businesses – large and small alike. 

If elected to the city council, I would work 
to make it easier for companies to do business 
in our city. 

I would do this because I know that a thriv-
ing business community creates a welcoming 
atmosphere to potential residents, as well as 
gives current residents a reason to “keep it lo-
cal” rather than sending those dollars to sur-
rounding communities. 

Oftentimes, the best way to make it easier 
for business to do business is to maintain a 
more hands-off approach. 

If elected, I would work to make sure that 
we give businesses more space to flourish, 
rather than weigh them down with excessive 
regulation.

As a parent, I firmly believe in making sure 
my children are kept safe in a structurally-
sound house, and that help is just moments 
away. 

By extension, as a member of the council, I 
would work to ensure our city budget and ex-
penditures reflect a commitment to the infra-
structure of our city, as well as the necessary 
services available to the residents to keep them 
safe and healthy. 

We need to believe that our city council will 
make streets, bridges, and utilities a priority. 
We need to believe that our city council will 
ensure that emergencies are handled quickly. 

If elected, I would take those concerns to 
heart.

Too often, we are focused on national poli-
cy and how it might affect us. Decisions made 
at the local level are extremely important and 
affect our daily lives directly. 

I should be elected to the Delano City 
Council because I am equipped with the 
knowledge and background to make those 
hard decisions.

Email address: sara.e.beamish@gmail.
com
Holly Schrupp

Family: I am married to my husband of 18 
years, Tim. We have two 
sons, Cody (13), and Ca-
den (9).

Education: I gradu-
ated from Delano High 
School, and recently 
earned a bachelor of 
science degree in early 
childhood education 
from Crown College.

How long in area? 
I have lived in or near 
Delano my entire life.

Work history? I have experience as an ad-
ministrative assistant, new representative, and 
teacher’s assistant. I am currently teaching 
preschool in the Young Royals program for 
the Watertown-Mayer School District.

Previous public office? I am currently 
serving on the Park and Recreation Commit-
tee, and spearheaded a park maintenance pilot 
program for Krienke Park. 

I was on the Delano City Council for 10 
years, from 2003 to 2012. During that time, 
I was liaison to the Water, Light, and Power 
Commission; Planning Commission; Histori-
cal Preservation Committee; community edu-
cation; senior center; and fire department. I 
decided not to re-file in 2012, in order to focus 
on completing my college degree.

Why should you be elected? I should be 
re-elected to office, as it is time for the citizens 
of Delano to have a consistent, conservative, 
fiscally-responsible leader who has integrity, 
common sense, and the ability to plan for the 
future of the city. 

By looking at my voting record and actions 
from my past terms, one can clearly see that 

these were qualities that I have proven to pos-
sess. 

I worked hard to make the best decisions I 
could for the citizens of Delano, based on the 
information that was provided. 

There are often many factors to consider 
when looking at an issue, questions that need 
to be asked, and input from the public that 
needs to be heard. 

I support taking the time and putting in 
the effort to make sure that processes are fol-
lowed, so the entire community has the oppor-
tunity to participate in their local government 
before issues are voted on. 

I am determined to re-establish a detailed 
agenda, so the public knows exactly what will 
be discussed at meetings. 

I will never claim to have all the answers 
to every issue, I never have, but knowing what 
questions to ask and having a network of re-
sources to rely on will make me effective from 
the first day I take office.

Council members are community leaders 
who need to be fair, objective, open-minded, 
and selfless. They are policy makers, overseers, 
and big-picture thinkers. They are caring, con-
sistent, fiscally-responsible, and “positive for-
ward.” They do not micromanage, belittle, or 
threaten staff, businesses, or citizens. 

I have proven myself to be this type of 
leader. I thank you, the citizens of Delano, for 
giving me the opportunity to serve this com-
munity and ask that you vote for me, Holly 
Schrupp, to represent you on the Delano City 
Council.
Elijah Sinkel 

Family: Samantha Hope, Isaiah David, 
Ella Brynn, and Lucia 
Grace.

Education: The 
wonderful School Dis-
trict 879, Delano Public 
Schools.

How long in area? 
Born and raised in Del-
ano.

Work history? I am 
currently, and have been 
employed by Fluidall/So-
lar Plastics for almost nine years and work in 
sales, as well as part time at Delano Wine and 
Spirits.

Previous public office? Was a member of 
the Delano Historical Commission.

Why should you be elected? I am a life-
long member of this community, and my ex-
tended family has a long history in Delano 
with several members having served this town 
in various service positions. 

Part of my sense of community is a desire 
to not just live here, but be a part of growth and 
bringing new opportunity to Delano. 

I grew up here, and am now raising kids 
here – with one graduated and off to college 
and more on their way up through the school 
system. 

Delano is a great community, and I have al-
ways enjoyed working and living here. 

We sit on the edge of the Cities in our quiet, 
safe, little town, giving us the opportunity to 
offer younger families the experience of Del-
ano. 

Our school standards continue to set us 
apart as one of the best districts in the state, 
which I believe starts with a staff that is sec-
ond-to-none. 

It is also a great place to retire; offering 
every level of housing, transportation, and an 
outstanding senior center. 

On some of the issues that have been raised, 
I do agree with combining the power plant 
with the city, and believe we will see costs 
reduced and an overall better flow with local 
projects. 

I am not for street assessments – you pay 
enough in taxes. 

I have a strong belief in being conservative 
with your money, and listening to your opin-
ions on every issue, while making sure that 
I educate myself on every issue that arises. 
I want to do what is best for the city and the 
people, now and for the future. 

I have no agenda, other than to do my part 
serving the residents of Delano. I would ap-
preciate your vote in the Tuesday, Nov. 4 elec-
tion.
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