
Delano mayor candidates
Two candidates are running for the position 

of Delano mayor – incumbent Dale Graunke, 
and Dan Gustafson.
Dale Graunke

Family: My wife, Lynn, and I have two 
sons who graduated from 
Delano High School in 
2004 and 2005.

Education: Gradu-
ated from Delano High 
School.

How long in area? 
Resided in the Delano 
area for over 50 years.

Work history? Gen-
eral contractor. Owner 
of 3-D Construction Co. for the past 39 years, 
building custom homes and small commercial 
buildings throughout the area. The past three 
years have also been spent restoring historical 
buildings in downtown Delano.

Previous public office? Current mayor.
Why should you be elected? There has 

been a significant amount of forward progress 
over the past four years in Delano’s infrastruc-
ture, and I would like to continue that momen-
tum.

Some of the improvements that our commu-
nity has come together to make happen over 
the past four years are the improvements to 
Central Park, which included new bathrooms 
and a new hard surface around the grandstand. 
This helped to make all of our events more 
pleasant and successful 

And, more recently, the parking lot has been 
filled in and graded so that it will be usable 
even when the river is at higher levels.

Streets and alleys have been repaved, side-
walks installed, and there are more improve-
ments to other streets on the schedule for the 
years to come.

Businesses and buildings have been pur-
chased to build the necessary permanent 
floodwalls, in order to help protect our town 
from the rising Crow River. 

Because of the input from citizens, the old 
Excel building was purchased by the city and 
was used for a wedding reception. It is the cur-
rent home of the Delano Community Market, 
and is going to be the future winter home of 
the Wright County Soccer Association.

When residents bring an issue to light, I try 
to make every effort to understand the issue 
and work with the right resources to resolve it 
as quickly as possible. 

We’re very lucky to have such concerned 
and involved citizens in our community.

A new business park is underway, to help 
bring in more business and industry to our 
town, which will increase our tax base and 
bring in more jobs. 

In addition, my wife and I are investing in 
the restoration of the downtown in an effort to 
bring in new businesses. 

Bottom line, I believe in Delano, and I’m 
committed to this town and its residents. 
Dan Gustafson

Family: I’ve been in a relationship with my 
girlfriend, Kari, for about 
a year. She has two boys, 
Roger, 9; and Jax, 8, who 
go to school in Delano. 
The rest of my immediate 
family lives in, or within 
five minutes of town.

Education: Yes, I 
have one.

How long in area? 
Seven great years, as of 
Oct. 19.

Work history? My background has had 
quite the spread of different types of jobs. 

I’ve turned wrenches as a mechanic. I’ve 
worked as a radio announcer in Ft. Myers, La 
Crosse, and Willmar. 

I started a lawn and landscape business 
when I moved to Delano. I recently got out of 
that business, and I have now opened a new 
one, Crow River Guitar & Sound in Delano.

Previous public office? Currently on the 
public safety commission. Presently serving as 
the Region 11 vice chair in the Wright County 
GOP. I attended the 2012 Republican National 
Convention as an alternate national delegate.

Why should you be elected? If elected, I 
will not personally gain from this position. I’m 
not a developer. I do not own any commercial 
property in Delano. I do not want to tell people 
what to do, or how to live. I just want people to 
have the option of beng free to live their life by 
reducing the scope of government in their life.
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