
Two candidates are running 
for the position of District 18A 
State Representative,  which 
covers portions of McLeod, 
Meeker, and Wright counties 
– Dean Urdahl, and Steven 
Schiroo.
Dean Urdahl

Family: 
Wife, Kar-
en; three 
grown sons 
and three 
d a u g h -
t e r s - i n -
law; eight 
grandchil-
dren; and a 
dog named 
Slim.

Education: Graduate of Li-
tchfield High School, and St. 
Cloud State University.

How long in area? I am a 
lifelong resident of Meeker 
County. My mother’s family 
were the first settlers of Litch-
field Township in 1856.

Work history? Formerly 
teacher/coach for 35 years at 
New London-Spicer public 
schools, and house/farm paint-
ing contractor. Currently, Min-
nesota state representative, and 
author/speaker.

Previous public office? 
I served on two appointive 
boards before I was elected 
to office: the Minnesota State 
Board of Nursing, appointed 
by Governor Quie; and the 
Commission on Public Service 
Reform, appointed by Gover-
nor Carlson.

Why should you be elect-
ed? I am an experienced and 
effective state representative. 
My goal since being elected 
has been to serve the people 
of my district to the best of my 
ability. I take my title of rep-
resentative very seriously. I 
try to represent all the people 
of District 18A and to reflect 

their concerns and issues in St. 
Paul. 

It’s why I’m accessible and 
continue to attend events all 
over my district. Hearing from 
my constituents is important 
to me. I’ve been available 
throughout my tenure in office, 
and I will continue to be. 

There are several initiatives 
that were begun by bills I au-
thored, and I want to see that 
they reach completion. I chief-
authored the ongoing State 
Capitol Restoration project. 

I have sponsored infrastruc-
ture projects that will lead to 
economic development if com-
pleted. 

I have proposed reforms in 
education that I believe will 
lead to assurance of keeping 
high-quality teachers in the 
future and ensuring our educa-
tional needs are met. 

We face many challenges in 
state government, and I want to 
be in position to meet them. It 
was concerning to me that the 
majority passed a $2.1 billion 
tax increase and a 12 percent 
spending increase last session. 

Although some improve-
ments have been made, I be-
lieve we are still over-regulated 
and over-permitted. 

Greater Minnesota is not 
funded at the same level as the 
metro areas in many regards, 
including schools and nursing 
homes. This has to change. Lo-
cal roads and bridges should 
receive higher priorities in 
spending than a senate office 
building. 

My history of being able to 
pass legislation regardless of 

which party is in control serves 
me in good stead as someone 
who can work across party 
lines to fashion solutions to 
move Minnesota forward. 
Steven Schiroo

F a m -
ily: Par-
ents, Kim 
A nderson 
of Dassel, 
and Bruce 
Schiroo of 
Plato. Five 
s i b l i n g s , 
i nclud i ng 
DC gradu-
ate Kevin 
Schiroo, and current DC stu-
dent Kristiana Anderson.

Education: I am a 2004 
graduate of Glencoe-Silver 
Lake High School, and attend-
ed Ridgewater College.

How long in area? Lived 
in the area since 2006, bought 
a home in Cokato in spring 
2011.

Work history? Worked at 
Hutchinson Technology Inc. 
in product development from 
November 2006 to February 
2009. Currently employed at 
Mykkanen Services, serving 
clients with intellectual dis-
abilities since February 2009.

Previous public office? 
Previously ran for state senate 
in 2012.

Why should you be elect-
ed? I have long been interested 
in pragmatic policy solutions, 
and active in campaigns to en-
sure clean elections and redis-
tricting reform. 

In 2012, political brinkman-
ship and playing chicken with 
government shutdowns finally 
caused me to run as a no-non-
sense policy candidate for state 
senate. While some Republican 
supporters initially had a hard 
time crossing the line to vote 
for me as a DFL candidate, 

many did so out of trust in my 
enthusiasm to collaborate with 
members of all parties.

Two years after a state 
shutdown, it seems clear that 
expecting the effective and 
efficient operation of state gov-
ernment is not guaranteed, but 
the legislature can change that 
through consistent collabora-
tion across party lines and act-
ing on the best advice from, 
and the best hopes of citizens, 
instead of playing political 
games with their wallets and 
welfare. 

The legislature should keep 
local aid in line with inflation, 
in order to hold property taxes 
steady. 

We could shift primary 
funding of schools away from 
local property taxes toward 
another system, such as a po-
tential Value Added Tax; this 
would be a more comprehen-
sive replacement for sales tax 
with the potential – as shown 
in Canada – to reduce the over-
all cost of goods while more 
efficiently collecting tax rev-
enue. 

This would also give the 
state the opportunity to gradu-
ally reduce, replace, or end in-
come tax.

I’m no staunch party fol-
lower, but am instead driven by 
curiosity for effective and effi-
cient policy. 

Given the opportunity, I will 
act with respect for the wishes 
of my constituents by work-
ing across party and political 
lines to ensure the effective, 
efficient, and fair operation of 
government. 

I believe that through prag-
matic policy making and refus-
al to accept continued political 
brinkmanship, Minnesotans of 
all parties can make our state 
an example to guide the nation 
toward a brighter future.

Steven Schiroo

Dean Urdahl
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