
Two candidates are running 
for Minnesota state represen-
tative District 18B, which in-
cludes portions of McLeod and 
Sibley counties – Glenn Gru-
enhagen and John Lipke. 
Glenn Gruenhagen

Family: 
Married to 
Emily for 
39 years, 
three chil-
dren, and 
five grand-
children.

E d u -
c a t i o n : 
Graduated 
from Glen-
coe High 
School. After serving in the 
Marine Corp, I attended the 
University of Minnesota. I 
graduated from the American 
College in Bryn Mawr, PA. I 
have degrees as a Chartered 
Financial Consultant (ChFC) 
and Chartered Life Underwrit-
er (CLU)

How long in the area? 
Raised on a dairy farm south 
of Glencoe, lifelong resident of 
District 18B.

Work history: Veteran of 
US Marine Corps, licensed 
agent and owner of Gruenha-
gen Insurance and Financial 
Services, Inc.

Previous public office: 
Elected to the Glencoe-Silver 
Lake School Board for four 
terms, serving 16 years. Elect-
ed to the Minnesota House of 
Representatives in 2010 and 
2012, currently serving my 
second term in the House.

Why should you be elect-
ed? I am seeking re-election 
for District 18B because, when 
I look at my grandchildren, I 
am extremely concerned they 
will not have the same oppor-
tunities as I did. 

In the last biennium, under 
one party rule, Minnesota gov-
ernment spending grew at a 
rate of 12 percent, as compared 
to the private sector growth of 
4 percent. This is simply un-
sustainable. 

This excessive spending 
overburdens our businesses 
and farms with taxes and regu-
lations, resulting in less private 
sector job creation, and less 
economic opportunity for our 
children, grandchildren, and 
citizens to fulfill their goals 
and dreams. 

I believe my background as 
a small business owner with 36 
years of experience in finan-
cial planning and insurance, 
16 years of service on the GSL 
public school board, and being 
raised on a dairy farm gives 
me a solid background in the 
values and beliefs of District 
18B.

I am a fiscal conservative, 
who applies a simple formula 
to government spending – 
“needs, wants and desires.” 

I will vote to spend tax 
dollars for needs, such as ad-
equate funding for rural roads 
and bridges. There is a definite 
need for better roads for our 
farms and businesses. 

However, I oppose spending 
for “wants and desires,” such 
as light rail, the new senate of-
fice building (costing tax pay-
ers $77 million), and spending 
$21 million on an upgrade of 
the Nicollet Mall. 

One-party rule at the state 
capital has produced a failure 

to prioritize spending. The re-
sult is, everything is a priority. 

The DFL raised approxi-
mately $2 billion in taxes to 
eliminate a $600 million defi-
cit which was already declining 
(due to private sector growth). 
These tax increases economi-
cally damage our farms, busi-
nesses and families. 

According to Minnesota 
Management and Budget of-
fice, all Minnesotans paid 
higher costs because of the ex-
cessive tax increases.
John Lipke

Family: 
Late wife, 
S a n d y ; 
ch i l d r e n ; 
and grand-
children,

E duc a-
tion: I have 
a bachelor 
of arts de-
gree from 
Gustavus Adolphus College 
in business administration and 
history.

How long in area? I’ve been 
around the area my entire life. 
I live just outside of Stewart 
currently. I’ve lived on a farm 
for the majority of my life, and 
I used to breed purebred Ara-
bian horses. 

Work history? I have been 
a small business owner for 
over 50 years, specializing 
in the fields of finance, insur-
ance, taxation, and accounting 
– which has been serving the 
agribusiness community of 
McLeod and Sibley counties 
for many years. 

I also have been a public 
school bus driver and a mem-
ber of Education Minnesota, 
serving six years on their state 
governing board, three of them 
on the executive committee. 

Previous public office? Not 

applicable.
Why should you be elect-

ed? What my constituents are 
saying the single most impor-
tant issue facing the voters of 
18B is that, to many of us, we 
currently have non-responsive 
representation in St. Paul. 

People feel my opponent is 
a minority of one, within a mi-
nority, that he practices a per-
sonal agenda, often focusing 
on national or special interest 
issues as opposed to real Min-
nesota issues – more specifi-
cally, those affecting voters in 
18B. 

Having said that, I will bring 
18B’s voice to St. Paul. I have 
worked extensively with both 
sides of the aisle, and I’m not 
going to stop once I get to St. 
Paul. 

I’ll bring legitimate issues 
that 18B cares about to the 
attention of the legislature, 
including a good public edu-
cation system; good infrastruc-
ture, in order to efficiently get 
goods to market and input 
items from suppliers to the 
farm, manufacturing, or retail 
location; renewable energy, 
especially when it benefits our 
district; a bipartisan legisla-
tive agenda; and creating good 
public and private sector jobs, 
thereby maintaining Minneso-
ta’s ranking as a strong, viable 
economic state. 

Above all, my door will al-
ways be open to anyone’s con-
cerns. I will listen, and convey 
your views to the legislature to 
the best of my capabilities. 

Phone: (320) 510-2332 
Facebook: Facebook.com/

johnlipke2014
Twitter: Twitter.com/John-

Lipke2014
Website: www.JohnLipke 

2014.com
Office: 714 13th St. E., Glen-

coe, MN 55336
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