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Three candidates are run-
ning for two seats on the Maple 
Plain City Council – incum-
bents Michael DeLuca and 
Jerry Young, and Julie Maas-
Kusske.
Michael DeLuca

Family: 
S p o u s e , 
M e l a n i e 
D e L u c a , 
married for 
32 years; 
three sons, 
A d a m , 
Eric, and 
Andy.

E d u -
cation: Bachelor’s degree in 
agricultural communications, 
North Dakota State Univer-
sity; master’s degree in human 
resources, St. Cloud State Uni-
versity. 

How long in the area? 
Lived in Maple Plain for the 
past 2.5 years.

Work history? Thirty-two 
years experience in human 
resources and business op-
erations, including the past 15 
years in the labor relations de-
partment at HealthPartners.

Previous public office? 
Maple Plain City Council, 
Maple Plain Planning Com-
mission, Greenfield Planning 
Commission, chair; Pioneer 
Sarah Watershed Commission, 
treasurer; Lake Minnetonka 
Communications Commission, 
Maple Plain Fire, Economic 
Development Commission, 
Maple Plain City Personnel 
Committee, and Shared Ser-
vices Committee with Inde-
pendence.

Why should you be elect-
ed? I’m committed to keeping 
Maple Plain on a great path. I 
have a deep understanding of 
the community and the work 
that needs to get done. I have 
the skills and knowledge to 
make it happen. 

Here is a list of what has 
been accomplished during the 
past two years: hired a new city 
administrator, improved com-
munications, supported com-
munity building events and cel-
ebrations, improved streets and 
infrastructure, worked through 
difficult personnel issues in the 
city, installed HAWK signal on 
Hwy. 12 for the safety of citi-
zens, developed sidewalk and 

trails plans and helped fund 
a large new playground, relo-
cated city hall to the Discovery 
Center, developed business re-
tention and improvement pro-
gram, new town home devel-
opment, new businesses moved 
and expanded in town, and flat 
budgets for the past two years.

Maple Plain is facing aging 
infrastructures. We are devel-
oping a long-range plan for 
maintaining our streets, side-
walks, and sewer and water 
systems. 

Developing a thoughtful 
maintenance program will de-
lay costly replacements. When 
replacement is needed, we do 
so carefully and responsibly 
with the goal of making our 
community better. 

I am committed to govern-
ing with transparency, plan-
ning for the future to address 
these issues, and focusing on 
growing our business base. I 
read and study every issue, and 
help others understand the big 
picture and the details. 

I’m committed to dialog, 
providing timely information 
and being responsive to resi-
dents. I make sound decisions 
and careful use of financial re-
sources, focused on investing 
in making Maple Plain a great 
place to live and work. 

If you feel we are a bet-
ter community today than we 
were several years ago, then 
we are on the right path, and I 
would he honored to continue 
that work for four more years.

E-mail: michaeljohndeluca 
@gmail.com

Phone: 763-200-6363
Website: mikedeluca.com

Jerry Young  
Family: Two children. 
Education: Texas A&M 

– EET. 
How long in area? 15 

years.
Work history? IT director.
Previous public office? 

Community/civic organiza-
tions involvement, city council, 
park board. 

W h y 
s h o u l d 
you be 
elected? I 
am seeking 
re-election 
b e c a u s e 
I want to 
make a dif-
ference in 
our com-
munity. I want to keep Maple 
Plain a safe and friendly com-
munity.

The biggest challenges that 
face Maple Plain are keep-
ing our taxes affordable, af-
fordable water rates, bringing 
in new businesses, and aging 
streets and sewer/water infra-
structure.

If I am elected, I will con-
tinue to fight for affordable 
taxes and water rates. The only 
way to keep these rates low is 
to bring new business develop-
ments into the city. So, we, as 
a city, need to work together 
in order to make the City of 
Maple Plain attractive to new 
business opportunities. 

Second is to continue look-
ing for federal and local grants 
that will allow us to continue 
to upgrade our aging streets 
and sewer/water infrastruc-
tures. They are available to 
communities, but they take a 
great deal of time and effort in 
order to receive them. We need 
to dedicate time and money 
in order to take advantage of 
these programs.

Phone: (612) 237-3115
Julie Maas-Kusske

Family: 
Hu s b a n d , 
Bart, who 
is Orono 
alumni and 
a Maple 
Plain fire-
f i g h t e r ; 
two sons, 
Adam and 
A n d r e w , 
who attend 
Orono schools.

Education: I graduated 
from Crown College, with a 
bachelor’s degree; double ma-
jor in elementary education 
and Christian studies.

How long in area? I grew 
up and was raised in the 55359 
ZIPcode, but officially moved 
to Maple Plain in 1997, after I 

got married.
Work history? I am the 

part-time director of youth 
ministries at First Presbyterian 
Church of Maple Plain. I will 
be there 12 years this coming 
December.

Why should you be elect-
ed? I should be elected for Ma-
ple Plain City Council because 
I don’t want to just see Maple 
Plain survive; I want to see it 
thrive. 

I am a committed, lifelong 
invested resident and I want to 
see Maple Plain become a des-
tination city. 

I volunteer my time on the 
West Hennepin Chamber of 
Commerce, and serve as the 
Heart Safe co-chair and com-
munity member. I also give of 
my time on the Maple Plain 
Days Committee as a member, 
and as the blood drive coordi-
nator. 

It brings me joy to promote 
and improve our fair city. I 
genuinely care about the citi-
zens of Maple Plain and their 
needs and wants. 

I am an authentic and di-
verse leader. I will offer a new 
and fresh perspective. I am or-
ganized, I am fiscally-respon-
sible, and I will be prepared to 
serve. 

I want to protect Maple 
Plain’s rich history, while at the 
same time, having a vision to 
lead with the future in mind. 

I feel, as a city, we need to 
address our infrastructure, ag-
ing roads, crowded streets, and 
communication formats. 

I know things take time and 
change can be hard, but we will 
not grow without change. 

I do not pretend to have all 
the answers, or know every-
thing that is going on in the 
city. 

If elected, I promise to do 
my research, listen to the resi-
dents, and do my best to repre-
sent you, even if it might not be 
something I would personally 
want or agree with. 

I am your neighbor, and with 
your vote, it would be my honor 
to be your voice on the Maple 
Plain City Council.

Phone: (763)479-6010
E-mail: jmkfpc@gmail.

com
Facebook: facebook.com/

juliemapleplaincitycouncil
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