
Gerry Thomas

Two candidates are run-
ning for the office of mayor 
in Mayer – Daniel Lueth and 
Gerry Thomas; and four are 
running for a city council po-
sition – Erick Boder, Krista 
Goedell, Nikki McNeilly, and 
Kenneth Jeffrey Olson.
Daniel Lueth

We did not receive a re-
sponse from this candidate.
Gerry Thomas

F a m -
ily: Wife – 
Marlys (47 
years), son, 
daughter-
in-law, and 
two grand-
c h i l d r e n 
live near 
Lester Prai-
rie; daugh-
ter, son-in-law, and grandson 
live near Waupaca, WI.

Education: Bachelor of arts 
degree in education, math ma-
jor, from Concordia College, 
St. Paul; also attended Univer-
sity of Nebraska and Mankato 
State College.

How long in area? Grew up 
on a farm near Hamburg, have 
lived in Mayer since 1970.

Work history? Taught two 
years at Lincoln Lutheran Ju-
nior High School in Lincoln, 
NE. Taught at Mayer Lutheran 
High School, 1970-1984 and 
1996 to present. Own and op-
erate Thomas Photography, 
from 1973 to present.

Previous public office? 
Mayer Zoning and Planning 
Commission, mid-1970s; city 
council, 1979-1983; mayor, 
1995-2006; Mayer Fire De-
partment member, 1974-1994; 
fire department training offi-
cer; fire department assistant 
chief; and fire department re-
lief association treasurer.

Why should you be elect-
ed? Having lived in Mayer for 
44 years, serving as council-
man (five years), and mayor 
(12 years), 20 years on the 
Mayer Fire Department, and 
owning and operating our own 
business in Mayer for over 40 
years, has provided me with a 
lot of background and history 
that will be useful as Mayer 

goes forward in the future. 
I was also mayor during the 

time that the city experienced 
significant growth; four hous-
ing developments and an indus-
trial park. The decisions that 
were made, and the work that 
went into them during those 
years were significant and pro-
vided for major changes within 
the city. 

Having that experience to 
draw on will be helpful as the 
city goes forward and new is-
sues arise that will require a 
similar approach. 

Website: www.gerrytho-
mas.weebly.com

E-mail: gerrywt131@live.
com
Erick Boder

Family: 
J e n n i f e r , 
Emily (10), 
Nate (7).

E d u c a -
tion: Mas-
ter’s degree 
in crimi-
nal justice 
leadership 
and orga-
nizational management from 
Concordia University in Saint 
Paul.

How long in area? More 
than nine years.

Work history? I have 
served as a police officer, chief 
of police, and deputy sheriff 
for more than 15 years.

Previous public office? I 
was elected to the Mayer City 
Council in 2010, have served 
as an economic development 
authority commissioner since 
2009, and was on City of 
Mayer Finance Committee, 
and Mayer Rising Community 
Festival.

Why should you be elect-
ed? I have served on the Mayer 
City Council for the last four 
years, and have focused on crit-
ical infrastructure, and a smart 

approach to infrastructure im-
provements and additions. 

I have supported not raising 
taxes, and lowering them when 
possible. 

If re-elected, I will continue 
to push fiscally-conservative 
values and promote clarity in 
our budgeting processes and 
in our city government in gen-
eral. 

I have the experience, edu-
cation, and drive to continue 
to express the needs versus the 
wants/values of our communi-
ty when it comes to expensive 
capital improvement projects. 

It is time to focus on the 
city’s debt and improving core 
city services, including up-
keep and improvement to cur-
rent city-owned facilities and 
parks.

I will continue to be a re-
sponsive, strong voice for the 
people of Mayer at all levels of 
government. We must focus on 
tax rates, city debt, and rising 
utility costs, with the goal of 
making Mayer a vibrant, af-
fordable place to live.

I am actively involved in 
our community as a dedicated 
member of the city council, as 
well as a member of the Mayer 
Volunteer Fire Department and 
a member of the Mayer Eco-
nomic Development Authority. 
Krista Goedel

Family: I 
have a won-
derful hus-
band, Josh, 
whom I’ve 
been mar-
ried to for 
10 years, 
and a dog, 
Dafne. 

E d u -
cation: I 
hold a bachelor’s degree from 
Minnesota State University in 
Mankato in public health, and 
a minor in technical writing. 

How long in area? I am 
a lifelong Carver County 
resident. I grew up in Young 
America, and we bought our 
first house in Mayer in 2005. 

Work history? I am cur-
rently employed at Beckman 
Coulter in Chaska as a senior 
clinical studies scientist, where 

I perform clinical research 
studies on immunoassay and 
molecular diagnostic assays 
and platforms. My previous 
employers include Ridgeview 
Medical Center and Zimmer 
Spine. 

Previous public office? For 
the past seven years, I have 
been appointed and active in 
two Mayer commissions: Park 
& Recreation, and Planning & 
Development. 

Additionally, I serve as sec-
retary for the Mayer Rising 
Community Festival, and have 
volunteered for the past four 
years. 

Finally, I was an appointed 
board member for the Chaska 
Area Chamber of Commerce. 

Why should you be elected? 
I embrace the City of Mayer’s 
mission statement: “To wel-
come new residents and busi-
nesses, provide the resources, 
opportunity and environment 
necessary for growth; manage 
the city in a responsible man-
ner, and maintain a friendly, 
small-town atmosphere.” 

I have grown and gained 
knowledge through my ap-
pointed commission positions. 
I will be prepared to face issues 
and challenges head-on. I will 
listen and make responsible 
decisions, based on facts. 

I am excited to live, partici-
pate, and have an active voice 
within the city. 
Nikki McNeilly

F a m -
ily: Mar-
ried to Nate 
McNei l ly; 
c h i l d r e n : 
Kaitlyn (7); 
Gavin (3).

E d u c a -
tion: Bach-
elor of arts 
degree in 
b u s i n e s s 
management from Minnesota 
State University-Moorhead.

How long in area? We have 
lived in Mayer for 10 years, 
and enjoy the small-town feel.

Work history? For the past 
eight years, I have worked at 
Select Sales, a small manu-
facturers representing firm in 
Bloomington. We also own a 

landscaping business, NPM 
Landscapes, where I manage 
payroll and all the bookkeep-
ing.

Previous public office? No 
previous public office held.

Why should you be elect-
ed? I have decided to run for 
Mayer City Council to be a 
voice for families in our com-
munity.

I think the most pressing 
topic for the City of Mayer is 
the level of property taxes. I 
think we should always at-
tempt to lower property taxes 
to levels that keep Mayer ap-
pealing to current and future 
residents. 

Market value of homes are 
increasing, and it is very im-
portant we take a line-by-line 
approach in reviewing the city 
budget, which will help us 
make sure we are frugal in all 
expenses, and not wasting rev-
enues. 

We also need to find cre-
ative ways to draw businesses 
to Mayer to broaden the tax 
revenue base.

I would support cuts to un-
necessary services as the best 
way to maintain a balanced 
budget. 

In these tight economic 
times, the city should not be 
spending money on unneces-
sary items. The city should fo-
cus on the core services that it 
provides. Quality core services 
and low taxes will keep the 
City of Mayer attractive to cur-
rent and future homeowners 
and businesses. I would oppose 
additional tax increases.

The city should always be 
trying to make sure our taxes, 
fees, and opportunities match 
today’s needs and concerns. 

Our economic landscape is 
always changing, and we need 
to make sure we are changing, 
as well. 

I would work to provide 
high-quality parks and trails 
for families, maintain or lower 
property taxes for both hom-
eowners and businesses, and 
providing tools to our com-
munity will result in positive 
growth for the city.

Please vote for Nikki Mc-
Neilly for Mayer City Council, 

because I will work hard to 
make Mayer a great commu-
nity to live in, raise a family, 
and retire in. 

I chose to live here, and 
am passionate about making 
Mayer an even better town to 
live in than it already is.
Kenneth Olson

Family: Wife, Marianne; 
daughters, Kjyrsten, 20; and 
Annika, 12; and a yellow Lab, 
Rose.

Education: Associate in ap-
plied science in accounting at 
Inver Hills Community Col-
lege.

How long in area? I have 
lived in Mayer for 13 years.

Work history? I was a casi-
no audit supervisor for Mystic 
Lake Casino for 17 years.

Previous public office? 
None. I was on the Zion Lu-
theran School Board of Educa-
tion (2004-2010), Mayer Lu-
theran High School delegate, 
and Carver County 4-H shoot-
ing sports instructor.

Why should you be elect-
ed? I am a property rights 
libertarian who believes that 
a homeowner should have the 
right to do what they want with 
their property, with little or no 
interference from city ordi-
nances. 

For example, the current city 
council passed an ordinance 
last year requiring a hom-
eowner to get their neighbor’s 
permission before they are al-
lowed to keep chickens. 

The residents of Mayer 
are not required to have their 
neighbor’s permission to keep 
a dog kennel outside, so why 
should we need our neighbor’s 
permission to keep a chicken 
coop outside?

 The cost of city government 
rose 14 percent, not taking into 
account debt service between 
2012 and 2013; and another 
11 percent between 2013 and 
2014. 

The city of Mayer needs to 
stop increasing its double-digit 
budget increases. In this econ-
omy, how many people can say 
they received a 25 percent raise 
over the last two years?
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