
Six candidates are running for a position 
on the Montrose City Council – Melissa 
Gudvangen, Armando Hernandez, Jillayne 
Menard, Robert “Kirby” Moynagh, John Pe-
terson, and Bru Ploog. Due to a layout error, 
the voters guide for these candidates is being 
reprinted below.
Armando Hernandez 

Family: I’m 48 years old. My wife’s name 
is Evelyn Benitez-Hernandez. We moved to 
Montrose 10 years ago from the Cities.

Education: I have an associate’s degree in 
computer networking, and currently work for 
GSSC as a technician. Also, I’m an Iraqi vet-
eran with 17 years of service. Currently, I am 
with C CO 2-211 out of St. Cloud. 

Why should you be elected? I have fam-
ily members in the political field, and through 
the years I have seen their development in 
their communities. I want be able to make a 
difference in my community, by providing 
support and changes to Montrose and a better 
community for all of us here in Montrose.

There is no communication with residents 
or each other in the council. I will start by 
listening to the residents about what changes 
they will like for Montrose – then work to-
gether with city council members to find a so-
lution to what the residents are asking for. 

For example: allowing others to open busi-
nesses here, to create more jobs and income 
for Montrose. 
Melissa Gudvangen

Family: Single mom with a 6-year-old 
son 

Education: Bachelor 
of arts degree in man-
agement from College 
of St. Scholastica.

How long in area? 
I grew up in Montrose 
and have lived here for 
a total of 17 years. In 
2002, I moved to Duluth 
and lived in northern 
Minnesota for 10 years. 
I moved back to Mon-
trose in 2013.

Work history? I have been employed at 
Craft Pattern for the last 1.5 years. Previously, 
I was a manager at a retail store in Duluth for 
three-plus years, and worked in the finan-
cial aid and business office of a cosmetology 
school. I am also licensed for foster and re-
spite care through Wright County and Path, 
Inc.

Previous public office? None
Why should you be elected? I chose to 

run to make a difference for my community. 
I want our community to move forward, and 
to become more cohesive and supportive of 
each other. 

Three of the things I would like to work 
on are: 

Fiscal responsibility and transparency to 
all citizens – I feel that every dollar should be 
accounted for and when questions are asked 
about it, they should be answered in a timely 
manner. 

I support revising the pay structure for the 
city council and mayor, to prevent abuses that 
citizens may not be aware of. 

Also, I would like to work on publicly 
posting a shortened version of the city council 
meetings so that all citizens can get a quick 
update of what is going on in their own com-
munity without having to sift through the 
lengthy minutes.

Bringing and retaining businesses – I am 
working with the EDA to bring new business-
es in, within economic reason, and work to 
retain our current businesses. I have already 
been working with one business owner on 
finding a new space in town, because they are 
transitioning their business out of their home. 

Ethics – I believe that being ethical is the 
most important factor in gaining trust in 
elected officials. Being educated and having 
a good moral and ethical base will help our 
city council move forward and make our city 
stronger. 

E-mail: melissagudvangen 
@hotmail.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/melissa-
gudvangenforcitycouncil
Jillayne Menard

Family: I am 26 years old, married to Matt 
Menard, and have two children, Connor, 6; 
and Caylee, 4.  We have resided in the For-
est Creek development in Montrose for six 
years.  

I grew up in Delano, 
and graduated from high 
school there. I earned a 
bachelor of science de-
gree in business manage-
ment and have worked in 
the generic pharmaceuti-
cal industry for the past 
eight years in several 
different roles; the most 
recent as an engineering 
technical coordinator.  

While I have no previous public office ex-
perience, I believe I have great value and po-
tential as a city council member for the city 
of Montrose.

I am a caring, committed individual that 
wishes to seek out the best in everyone and 
the city in which we live. 

Currently, I hold the treasurer position for 
the Forest Creek Homeowners Association in 
Montrose, and am also a founding member of 
the Tree Walk for Charity that benefits our lo-
cal communities. 

Through these roles, I have gained exten-
sive knowledge coordinating, delegating, and 
executing a successful entity, and ensuring the 
best possible outcomes. 

I have a great work ethic, am committed to 
excellence and strive for the best.

The city of Montrose has a lot of potential, 
and I hope, as part of the city council, I can 
make this city come to life and become prof-
itable, not only for the city, but for the com-
munity, as well.
Robert “Kirby” Moynagh

Family: I am 22 years old, and live with 
my 4-year-old son, who 
I have full custody of. I 
live on Mindy Lane in 
Montrose, where I have 
lived for 19 years.

Education: I gradu-
ated from Howard Lake-
Waverly-Winsted High 
School in 2011. I took 
some college courses 
at Central Lakes and 
Crown College for resi-
dential treatment supervisor.

Work history? I have served as the student 
liason to the Montrose City Council, served 
on the student senate for Central Lakes Col-
lege, and have a high understanding of poli-
tics/government procedures.  

Why should you be elected? I have great 
leadership skills, and believe that my leader-
ship can help to better Montrose.  

In 2013, my dad, Robb Moynagh, and my-
self brought men’s amateur town team base-
ball back to the Montrose/Waverly area for 
the first time in 60-plus years.  

I also have run the Montrose Day’s softball 
tournament for the last two years, after soft-
ball was not included in Montrose Days for 
many years.

I have always enjoyed politics.  I have al-
ways felt like the odd one growing up, because 
when my friends wanted to talk about point-
less topics, I was always interested in talking 
and learning about the major issues facing our 
country, state, and local government.  

I love the idea of being in politics, and 
showing everyone that there is such a thing as 
an honest politician in the world.

Leadership –  I feel leadership has been a 
big struggle, not just in the local government, 
but in all levels.  

A leader, especially in a small community, 
needs to be honest and do what is best for the 
city, and not their own personal agenda.  

I believe I can step in and be the natural-
born leader that I am, and help steer Montrose 
in the right direction.

Negativity –  whether it is in our city meet-
ings or around the local area, there is a lot of 
negative talk about Montrose.  

I  would like to change this opinion and 
give Montrose the fun, loving, and happy 
community persona that we really have by 
leading the city in the right direction.

Lack of businesses – Montrose has a very 
good location, being right on Highway 12 and 
Highway 25.  We should have many more 
businesses than we do.  I will personally work 
with the city, planning and zoning commit-
tee, and interested parties to bring more busi-
nesses to town.

The more businesses we have, the more 
money that the city will make, and the better 
the possibility that we could lower our local 
taxes and overhead.  

The more businesses and other amenities 
that the city has, the more people that will 
come into Montrose to spend money, bring-
ing more money into the local community.
John Peterson

Family: Married with two daughters.
Education: Associate 

of applied science degree 
in radio-TV broadcast-
ing.

How long in area? 
Montrose homeowner 
for 10 years.

Work history? Tele-
communications coor-
dinator, City of Shako-
pee for nearly 10 years. 
I served as secretary of 
the Minnesota Association of Community 
Telecommunications Administrators (MAC-
TA) from January 2009 to 2012. 

Previous public office? None
Why should you be elected? Montrose 

deserves a voice that understands local gov-
ernment, how meetings should be run, and 
what to expect from staff. 

Our city needs a measured approach to 
leadership, rather than a reactionary re-
sponse. 

I aim to establish a sense of purpose and 
positivity in city government to achieve great-
er goals, to provide a vision for the future, and 
to provide communication with residents.

Montrose needs to focus on the economic 
development of our city by bringing in com-
munity and family attractions and new busi-
nesses, such as a grocery store and additional 
restaurants. 

Too many times, residents of Montrose 
have to travel outside of town to find the ame-
nities we need and deserve.

Email: petersoncouncil.weebly.com, or 
peterson.council@gmail.com.
Bru Ploog

Family: Spouse of Pat for 28 years; two 
sons, aged 25 and 27; and four grandchil-
dren, age 5, 4, 2, and 10 
months.

Education: College 
for registered nursing 
degree (didn’t com-
plete), college for human 
resources, schooling for 
insurance license.

How long in area? 
I moved to Cokato in 
2003, and have been in 
the area since. I moved to Montrose in 2011.

Work history? I have a unique set of 
skills; many areas of expertise, including 
managment, accounting, human resources, 
insurance, and more.

Previous public office? I have not held 
public office previously, but did run for office 
back in 2006.

Why should you be elected? I believe my 
work and real-life experience are valuable 
tools. I have volunteered as a hospice caregiv-
er, and served as a previous board member of 
the Chisago County Historical Society. 

I am fair, level-headed, and conservative. 
I listen, alot . . . and ask questions. I believe 
both sides need to be heard when address-
ing a situation, and then research needs to be 
done before a decision is made or a change 
enacted.

I chose to run for office because I believe 
the city needs a practical, conservative voice. 
We, the council (if elected), need to be able to 
work together as a cohesive group. 

My vision for the city is to be more vol-
unteer-centered and attractive to the business 
base. I believe we need to create an atmo-
sphere that is attractive and inviting to busi-
nesses. Montrose cannot survive, in my opin-
ion, as a bedroom community. 

With fiscal constraint, and a council that 
works together with willingness to try things 
that are maybe “out of the box,” we can make 
a difference and make this a thriving, happy, 
true community. 

I look forward to working hard and making 
a difference, and I appreciate your confidence 
and your vote.

Email: BruRU2@aol.com
Phone: (612) 730-2941,
Facebook: Montrose MN Politics, or 

Community Montrose, or Nextdoor.
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