
Two candidates are running 
for Wright County Sheriff – Joe 
Hagerty and Stacy Braun. 
Joe Hagerty

I was 
born and 
raised in St. 
M i c h a e l , 
where I 
continue to 
live with 
my family.

I am a 
graduate of 
St. Michae-
Albertville High School, North 
Hennepin Community College, 
and St. Cloud State University.

I have been employed as a 
member of the Wright County 
Sheriff’s Office for 29 years. 
Prior to that, I worked in con-
struction, farming, and the res-
taurant industry.

I served on St. Michael City 
Council for 12 years, prior to 
being elected Sheriff of Wright 
County.

It has been a privilege to 
serve as your sheriff for the 
past four years. I have been 
trained by three preceding 
Wright County Sheriffs: Dar-
rell Wolff, Don Hozempa, and 
most recently, Gary Miller. 

Each sheriff had individual 
characteristics that made them 
successful during their respec-
tive tenures. All three were 
able to gain and maintain the 
trust of the public through hard 
work, dedication, and a general 
love of people. 

I share these traits, and re-
alize the bar has been set ex-
tremely high by those who 
came before me. My job is to 
maintain and try to improve on 
this standard. 

I am a believer in holding 
ourselves accountable and re-
sponsible for our actions. There 
is a high degree of responsibil-
ity and personal accountability 
with being a public servant, es-
pecially in public safety. 

The people we serve expect 
us to maintain high standards, 
and to display integrity, profes-
sionalism, fairness, and caring. 

These guiding principles 
serve as a reminder to all of us 
the importance of maintaining 
the public’s trust, which assists 
us in maintaining the quality 
of life we have come to expect 
in Wright County.

We have been successful in 
providing quality public safety 
services in a fiscally-respon-
sible manner, coming in under 
budget for the past many con-
secutive years. 

We realize “needs vs. wants,” 

and have worked closely with 
our county board members and 
staff in maintaining adequate 
staffing and equipment needs. 

The members of your sher-
iff’s office are professional, 
competent, and experienced, 
and the public should feel con-
fident and safe. 

As always, I appreciate your 
support.
Stacy Braun

Family: 
I have never 
been mar-
ried, nor do 
I have any 
c h i l d r e n . 
My father 
passed away 
in 2013. 
My mother 
lives in 
Wright County. I have a sister 
who has given my an amazing 
niece and nephew.

Education: I have an asso-
ciate in applied science degree 
in law enforcement.

How long in the area? I 
have lived in Wright County for 
36 years. I have the privilege of 
calling many of the residents 
and business owners here my 
friends. I have lived in Otsego 
and Albertville, and currently 
live in Monticello.

Work history? I have had 
a well-rounded career with the 
Hennepin County Sheriff’s Of-
fice since 1993. My background 
makes me perfectly-suited to 
lead the Wright County Sher-
iff’s Department into the fu-
ture.

During my 21 years in law 
enforcement and public safety, 
I have had varied assignments: 
adult detention division, train-
ing division, narcotics unit, 
service division, patrol divi-
sion, K9 unit, and employee 
development. 

I was a use of force instruc-
tor and a field trainer in narcot-
ics and patrol. I received spe-
cialized training for all of my 
assignments and also focused 
on narcotics and undercover 
investigations.

The citizens and business 
owners of Wright County and 
personnel of the sheriff’s de-
partment will benefit from my 
experience and training. 

Previous public office? I 
have never held a public office. 

I am a peace officer, not a poli-
tician.

Why should you be elect-
ed? First and foremost, I am 
committed to public safety and 
service. I want the taxpayers to 
receive a good return on their 
investment and Wright County 
to be a safe community for all 
of us to live and work.

The Wright County Sheriff’s 
Department has room for im-
provement. Other agencies re-
quire training that our depart-
ment currently doesn’t. 

The citizens of Wright Coun-
ty have expectations of their 
public safety department that 
some personnel are not trained 
to fulfill. Community policing 
doesn’t work if the deputies you 
know and trust are not trained 
for the situations they encoun-
ter. I will make sure all person-
nel are trained and equipped to 
fully serve you. 

As sheriff, I will ensure 
the deputies serving Wright 
County are properly and well-
trained, using current, cutting 
edge public safety, and law 
enforcement techniques and 
training.

The Wright County Sheriff’s 
Department does not provide 
emergency first aid or CPR 
certification to deputies. Our 
sheriff’s department does not 
provide training or equipment 
to handle people living with 
mental illness. Our sheriff’s 
department does not provide 
training or equipment to han-
dle active shooter situations. 

I will make sure deputies 
are trained and equipped to 
keep our residents and children 
safe in the event of medical or 
mental health emergencies, or 
in active shooter situations.

The issue is a lack of train-
ing and equipment. When a cit-
izen calls for help, they expect 
and deserve to have properly 
trained and equipped person-
nel responding to their call. 
Current training and cutting-
edge equipment are non-nego-
tiable; without them, no one is 
being well served. 

As sheriff, securing this 
training and equipment, within 
budget, will be a top priority 
for me. 

Wright County will benefit 
from my fresh perspective and 
experience at a progressive 
public safety agency. As sher-
iff, I will bring new resources 
to the department.

Facebook: Stacy Braun for 
Wright County Sheriff. 

Website: stacybraun.com. 
Mail: PO Box 462, Monti-

cello MN 55362-462.
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