
Does the 
couple’s 
AGI exceed 
$178,000?

Each spouse can make 
a Roth IRA contribu-
tion up to the lesser of 
$5,500 ($6,500 if age 
50 or older) or 100% of 
compensation, reduced 
dollar for dollar for 
contributioons made to a 
traditional IRA.

Yes

Married couple fi ling jointly-both working

EAch spouse can make a Roth IRA contribution 
up to $5,500 ($6,500 if age 50 or older) reduced 
by $500 ($600 if age 50 or older) for each $1,000 
of AGI in excess of $178,000 and further reduced 
dollar for dollar for contributions made to a tradi-
tional IRA.

No

Married couple fi ling jointly-only one 
spouse working

Does the 
couple’s 
AGI exceed 
$178,000?

The working spouse may 
contribute the lesser of 
$5,500 ($6,500 if age 
50 or older) or 100% of 
compensation to both 
his/her Roth IRA and 
a spousal Roth IRA for 
the nonworking spouse, 
reduced dollar for dollar 
for contributions made 
to a traditional IRA in the 
name of that spouse.

The working spouse may contribute up to $5,500 
($6,500 if age 50 or older) reduced by $550 
($650 if age 50 or older) for each $1,000 that AGI 
exceeds $178,000, to both his/her Roth IRA and 
a spousal Roth IRA for the nonworking spouse, 
further reduced dollar for dollar for contributions 
made to a traditional IRA in the name of that 
spouse.

No

Yes

Single taxpayer

No

Yes

No

Yes

Is the taxpay-
er an active 
participant in 
an employer-
sponsored 
retirement 
plan?

The taxpayer can make 
a deductible IRA contri-
bution up to the lesser 
of $5,500 or 100% of 
compensation ($6,500 
if age 50 or older).

The taxpayer 
can make a 
deductible IRA 
contribution up 
to the lesser of 
$5,500 or 100% 
of compensation 
($6,500 if age 50 
or older).

Does the taxpayer 
have adusted 
gross income 
(AGI) exceeding 
$59,000?

The taxpayer can make a deductible contribution 
up to $5,500 ($6,500 if age 50 or older) reduced 
by $550 ($650 if age 50 or older) for each $1,000 
his/her AGI exceeds $59,000.

Married couple fi ling jointly-both working

No

No

Yes

Yes

Is either spouse 
an active 
participant in an 
employer-spon-
sored retirement 
plan?

Each spouse may 
make a deduct-
ible contribution to 
his/her IRA up to the 
lesser of $5,500 or 
100% of compensa-
tion ($6,500 if age 
50 or older).

Each spouse may 
make a contribution 
to his/her IRA up to 
the lesser of $5,500 
or 100% of com-
pensation ($6,500 if 
age 50 or older).

A nonparticipant spouse 
may make a deductible 
contribution to his/her 
IRA up to $5,500 ($6,500 
if  50 or older) reduced 
by $550 ($650 if age 50 
or older) for each $1,000 
the couple’s AGI exceeds 
$178,000.

An active participant 
spouse may make a 
deductible contribu-
tion to his/her IRA up 
to $5,500 ($6,500 if 
age 50 or older) re-
duced by $275 ($325 
if age 50 or older) 
for each $1,000 
the couple’s AGI 
exceeds $95,000.

Is the couple’s Ad-
justed Gross In-
come (AGI) more 
than $95,000?

Couple fi ling jointly-only one spouse 
working

No

No

Yes

Yes

Is the work-
ing spouse 
an active 
participant in 
an employer-
sponsored 
retirement 
plan?

A deductible contribu-
tion up to the lesser 
of $5,500 or 100% of 
compensation may be 
made to both his/her 
IRA and a spousal IRA 
for the nonworking 
spouse ($6,500 if age 
50 or older).

A deductible contribution 
up to the lesser of $5,500 
or 100% of compensa-
tion may be made to both 
his/her IRA and a spousal 
IRA for the nonworking 
spouse ($6,500 if age 50 
or older).

Is the cou-
ple’s AGI 
more than 
$95,000?

The working spouse may contribute (1) an amount 
equal to $5,500 ($6,500 if age 50 or older) minus 
$275 ($325 if age 50 or older) for each $1,000 
of AGI in excess of $95,000 to his/her IRA, and 
(2) to a spousal IRA for the non-working spouse, 
an amount equal to $5,500 ($6,500 if age 50 or 
older) minus $550 ($650 if age 50 or older) for 
each $1,000 of AGI in excess of $178,000.

For Professional Tax Preparation & Financial Planning services 
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Is the 
taxpayer’s 
adjusted 
gross in-
come (AGI) 
more than 
$112,000?

The taxpayer can make 
a Roth IRA contribu-
tion up to the lesser of 
$5,500 ($6,500 if age 
50 or older) or 100% of 
compensation, reduced 
dollar for dollar for 
contributions made to a 
traditional IRA.

No

The taxpayer can make a Roth IRA contribution 
up to $5,500 ($6,500 if age 50 or older) reduced 
by $367 ($433 if age 50 or older) for each $1,000 
of AGI in excess of $112,000 and further reduced 
dollar for dollar for contributions made to a tradi-
tional IRA.

Yes

Single taxpayer

Now that 
the tax sea-
son is in full 
swing, a lot 
of people are 
asking me 
about contri-
bution limits 
for 2013. Whether you have traditional IRAs 
and/or Roth IRAs; the rules and laws are some-
times a little confusing. The following fl ow 
charts should help make it easier for you to un-
derstand the new contribution rules. 

And if a picture is worth a thousand words; 
then maybe a fl ow chart is worth a few hun-
dred words. So, I’ll do you a favor and save the 
words, here are the fl ow charts. 
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