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Young America’s Brandon Stender takes a big swing during the 2010 Class C state tourna-
ment for the Cardinals. YA fell to Hampton 7-0 in the opening round, ending its season.
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2011 ‘Hot Stove’ edition of the Crow River Review

Young America Cardinals advanced 
to Class C state tournament

By Aaron Schultz
Sports Editor

When the 2010 state baseball tournament 
kicked off Aug. 21 in Willmar and Bird Is-
land, a pair of Crow River Valley League 
teams were there – one in Class C and one 
in Class B.

In Class C, the Young America Cardinals 
broke nearly a 20-year drought to advance 
to is fi rst state tournament since 1992.

The Cardinals fi nished as runners-up 
to Loretto in the Region 7C tournament, 
which was hosted by Cologne.

Young America opened up state tour-
nament action against Hampton, and was 
knocked out in the opening round, 7-0, to 
be eliminated.

For the season, Young America went 9-9 
in CRVL play, and was 19-16 overall.

The Cardinals battled through injuries 
for much of the season, but caught fi re in 
the playoffs.

Young America swept past Norwood in 
the opening round, and then swept Ham-

burg to advance to the Region 7C tourna-
ment.

After beating Brownton in the seeding 
game, Young America won its sixth game 
in-a-row by topping Watertown 10-1 in the 
fi rst game of the Region 7C tournament.

The Cardinals then fell to Loretto 7-0, 
putting them one-game away from being 
eliminated.

Well, all Young America did was win 
three straight games in the region tourna-
ment to lock up a spot in the Class C state 
tournament.

First, the Cardinals beat Maple Plain 5-
4, following that up with an 8-5, 12-inning 
win over Watertown.

That set up a game against Glencoe, with 
the winner advancing to state.

The Cardinals came up big against the 
Brewers, winning 5-3, to go to state.

Over the past several years, Young 
America has come very close to advancing 
to state, always falling just one win short 
– not in 2010.
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More off -season changes have 
come to the CRVL in 2011

By Aaron Schultz
CRVL Editor

It’s been another very eventful off-season 
for the Crow River Valley League.

Last year, the CRVL had eight teams in 
the South Division, and six teams in the 
North Division.

Of those 14 teams, three played in Class 
B – Winsted, Plato, and Green Isle.

Heading into the 2011 season, the Crow 
has added the Waconia Lakers, making it a 
15-team league.

Add to that, Winsted, Plato, and Green 
Isle all getting moved back to Class C, and 
things will have a much different look in 
2011.

The Minnesota State Baseball Associa-
tion board moved a large number of teams 
from Class B to Class C for this year, and 
the three Crow teams in Class B were in-
cluded.

That will make, with the addition of Wa-
conia, the Crow a 15-team Class C-only 
league.

While the CRVL will now have an odd 
number of teams, it will remain a two-divi-
sion league for the upcoming season.

There was some discussion among the 
teams in the league of shifting to three di-
visions of fi ve teams, but no action on that 
was taken this year.

The thought around the league was that 
the state board wasn’t done shaking things 
up, and instead of adding a division this 
year, the league would wait to see what the 
state board does after the 2011 season.

There appears to be some thought that 
the state board might add a class to the 
state, and some of the Crow teams could 
get moved to that new class.

Look for much more on the possible 
changes the state board might make in a 
separate article in this edition of the Hot 
Stove.

So, with that being said, the CRVL de-
cided to stay with two divisions, and add 
Waconia to the North Division.

This leaves the South with eight teams, 
and gives the North seven teams.

Although the offi cial playoff format has 
yet to be set by the CRVL, this is how it 
will likely look.
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 Top CRVL teams over the past 10 years
By Aaron Schultz
CRVL Editor

Over the past decade, the Crow River 
Valley League has had plenty of success.

Both Green Isle (2003) and Plato (2007) 
have won Class C state championships.

Add to that Winsted’s run of fi nishing 
fourth, twice in a three-year span (2007 
and 2009).

Yep, the CRVL has done well at the state 
tournament level in the past 10 years.

But how have the teams fared against 
each other in those 10 years?

Thinking that it would be kind of fun to 
take a look back, I have added up the wins 
and losses for all the CRVL teams over last 

10 years to see where everybody stacks up.
Of course, a few of the teams will have 

incomplete records, as Brownton and Carv-
er have only been in the league for the last 
three years, and Waconia is only joining 
this season.

The most impressive team over the last 
10 years has been Green Isle, as they are 
the only team to have gone undefeated in 
league play during a season.

The Irish accomplished this feat last sea-
son, fi nishing 13-0.

Over the past two season, Green Isle is 
25-1, with that lone league loss coming 
against New Germany (5-2).
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Benefi t for long-time Winsted 
Wildcat Daryl Hoof is March 19

File photo

Winsted Wildcat Daryl Hoof, shown above the 2007 season taking a swing, has been di-
agnosed with cancer of the bile duct. A benefi t for Daryl and his family will be Saturday, 
March 19 at the Blue Note in Winsted.

By Aaron Schultz
CRVL Editor

One of the top outfi elders in the Crow 
River Valley League over his 10-plus years 
of playing with the Winsted Wildcats, Da-
ryl Hoof retired from the Wildcats after the 
2008 season.

A 1997 graduate of Lester Prairie High 
School and a 1999 graduate of Bethany Lu-
theran College, Daryl was diagnosed with 
cholangiocarcinoma (cancer of the bile 
duct) in November of 2010.

Daryl and his wife Dana, have three chil-
dren – Kya (6), Brayden (4), and Colby (2).

In November, Daryl underwent major 
surgery in which they removed part of his 
liver, lymph nodes, and his colon.

He has had multiple rounds of chemo-
therapy in the past and is currently receiv-
ing more chemotherapy with more surgery 
in the future.

A benefi t has been scheduled to help de-
fray the accumulating medical expenses.

Daryl is the son of Larry and Jeanette 
Hoof and the son-in-law of Ralph and Di-
ane Prehn, all of Lester Prairie.

The benefi t will take place Saturday, 
March 19 from 5 to 9 p.m. at the Blue Note 
in Winsted.

There will be a silent auction and a free 
will donation. The meal will be served from 
5 to 7 p.m.

If you are unable to attend but would 

like to donate, feel free to contact Diane 
(320) 395-2603; Jeanette (320) 395-2604; 
or Dawn (612) 644-0152.

Tickets for the event may be purchased at 
the Dodge House in Lester Prairie or from 
various Winsted Wildcats.

Daryl and baseball
Over the course of his playing days, from 

high school in Lester Prairie, to college at 
Bethany College, and lastly as a member of 
the Winsted Wildcats, Daryl was always a 
very good outfi elder.

Over the years, nobody would get a bet-
ter jump on the ball than he would.

Of course, ask his twin brother Daryn, 
and he might tell you that he was better in 
the outfi eld before becoming an infi elder.

Either way, not only was Daryl a great 
outfi elder for Winsted, but he hit in the 
middle of the Wildcats’ line-up year in and 
year out.

In high school, Daryl helped led the 
Bulldogs to with in one game of the state 
tournament, back when there were only two 
classes.

He followed up a very successful high 
school career with two very good years at 
Bethany College.

With the Wildcats, Daryl helped them 
reach the state tournament in 2003, 2006, 
and 2007, with Winsted fi nishing fourth in 
the state in 2007.
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Incorrect contact information? Let us know
By Aaron Schultz
CRVL Editor

Above you’ll notice the names and contact information for the various teams and orga-
nizations in the Crow River Valley League. While most of the information is right on, no 
doubt, some has changed over the past year.

This is where I will need your help. Please contact me, Aaron Schultz, via e-mail at 
aaron@heraldjournal.com, or you could give me a call at (320) 485-2535, and let me 
know of any changes for the upcoming season.

I appreciate all you help, and we’ll see you all in the spring.

HJ Crow River Review
Copyright 2011, Herald Journal Publishing, Inc.
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• 120 6th St. N., PO Box 129

Winsted, MN 55395
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CRVL info and contacts 
Crow River League Offi  cers             

• North President: Denis Campbell
(320) 485-4254
• South President: Jim Zellmann
(952) 467-2741
• Secretary/Treasurer: Jason Kuerschner 
(320) 467-3000
• Vice President: Neil Schlagel
(320) 485-9698

Crow River League Contacts                 
South Division

• Norwood: Jim Zellmann
(952) 467-2741
Cell: (612) 382-9655
• Young America: Kevin Kohls
(W): (952) 466-5655
Cell: (952) 994-7727
• Plato: Eric Engelmann
(612) 710-0491
Brian Graupmann
(651) 334-9121
• Cologne: Kyle Evenski (612) 709-102
Andy Lein (612) 298-7941
• Hamburg: Brian Eggers
Cell: (952) 200-7839
(W): (952) 467-2152
• Green Isle: Matt Breyer
• Carver: Michael Sparrow

(952) 484-8855
• Brownton: Doug Schuette
(320) 510-0299

North Division
• St. Boni: Dennis Zabell
(612) 360-0534; 
Randy Ebert (320) 395-4170
• Winsted: Neil Schlagel
(W): (320) 485-9698
Aaron Schultz
Cell: (320) 282-6514
Park: (320) 485-2825
• Watertown: John Duske
(H): (952) 486-9816
• Glencoe: Nate Gorr
(952) 250-0686
• New Germany: Jeff Kohls
(612) 701-0342
• Mayer: John Haller
(612) 910-1729

Northwest Assn. of Umpires Inc.                 
Jeff Schmit, Assignment Secretary
11900 Minnetonka Mills Road, 

Minnetonka, MN, 55305
Phone: (612) 418-5997
Fax: (612) 677-3886
Email: jschmit@rgoodumpires.com
Web: rgoodumpires.com

Good Good 
Luck Luck 

SaintsSaints
Tommy Tommy 
Sue’sSue’s

4124 Main St.
St. Bonifacius

(952) 446-1375

A big change to how the 
draft will work in 2011

By Aaron Schultz
CRVL Editor

There has always been plenty of dis-
cussion on the draft in amateur baseball 
– whether to keep it or get rid of it?

Well, at its meeting this past fall, the 
state board met the two sides in the middle, 
kind of.

The board made an overhaul to the draft-
ing rule, and while it isn’t gone, it will be 
much different.

In Class C, teams may draft one player 
instead of two prior to the region tourna-
ment.

Then, following regions, the teams ad-
vancing to state may draft one additional 
player.

This brings the number of drafted players 
a team may have to two, down from three, 
as they enter state.

Even a bigger change is that now teams 
may only draft pitchers, and they can’t hit.

In the past, teams could draft anybody 

and have them pitch or catch.
That will no longer be the case, as only 

pitchers will be allowed.
And by not allowing drafted players to 

hit, this will take out the scenario where 
teams draft a player for his bat, and put him 
in to pitch or catch for an out so they can bat 
the following inning.

In Class B, the state board did away with 
the draft altogether.

Another change the state board made last 
fall has to do with college players.

Players at college have always been able 
to use either their hometown address or 
their college address to play for a team.

That will still be the case, however, if that 
player uses his college address, the team he 
is playing for must be Class B.

If a Class C team signs a player that is us-
ing a college address to fi t inside the radius, 
then the team will be moved up to Class B.

File photo

Hamburg’s Mike Mueller helped pitch the Young America Cardinals to the 2010 Class C 
state tournament with a few very good starts in the Region 7C tournament. The Cardinals 
drafted Mueller with the fi rst pick in the South Division draft.
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Good luck 
Crow teams 

in 2011!
Crow River Valley League

PAST 10 YEARS, from 1
It should be noted that for most of the 

past 10 seasons Green Isle has been playing 
Class B baseball, and has only played each 
team in the league once, meaning fewer 
league games.

Still, Green Isle’s league record of 113-23 
is very impressive, and its winning percent-
age of .830 is the highest of any team over 
the last 10 years.

Second in winning percetage is the 
Winsted Wildcats, which have a 119-47 re-
cord over the last 10 years, which is a win-
ning percetage of .716.

Brownton, which has only been in the 
league for three years, has a winning per-
centage of .709 (39-16).

The fi nal Crow team with a winning per-
centage over .700 is Plato at .701 (108-46).

Like Green Isle, the Blue Jays had a few 
years where they didn’t play an entire league 
schedule since they were in Class B.

With the good also comes the bad, and 
on the bottom of that winning percentage 
list is the Cologne Hollanders.

Over the past 10 years, Cologne has gone 
21-143 for a winning percentage of .128.

The Hollanders also have three of the 
four winless Crow seasons over the past 
10 years – 0-16 (2002 and 2003) and 0-15 
(2007).

However, Cologne has been moving in 
the right direction, and after having just 
eight wins from 2001 to 2008, have picked 
up 13 wins the past two years.

The other team to go winless during a 
CRVL season is the St. Boni Saints, which 
went 0-18 in 2009.

Another interesting item that came up 
was the fact that rivals Hamburg and Young 
America have the exact same league record 
of 95-69 over the last 10 years.

Included below is each Crow teams total 
record over the past 10 years, its winning 
percentage in that time, and a season-by-
season look at its record.

The teams are listed by highest winning 
percetage to lowest.

1) Green Isle
Overall
113-23; .830 winning %
Year by year breakdown
2010: 13-0; 2009: 12-1; 2008: 9-4; 2007: 9-2; 2006: 
9-2; 2005: 14-2; 2004: 7-4; 2003: 14-2; 2002: 13-3; 
2001: 13-3

2) Winsted
Overall
119-47; .716 winning %
Year by year breakdown
2010: 16-2; 2009: 13-5; 2008: 14-4; 2007: 11-5; 2006: 
9-7; 2005: 12-4; 2004: 8-8; 2003: 11-5; 2002: 11-5; 
2001: 14-2

3) Brownton
Overall
39-16; .709 winning %
Year by year breakdown
2010: 14-4; 2009: 13-5; 2008: 12-7

4) Plato
Overall
108-46; .701 winning %

Year by year breakdown
2010: 9-4; 2009: 8-5; 2008: 13-6; 2007: 13-2; 2006: 
10-5; 2005: 12-4; 2004: 12-3; 2003: 10-6; 2002: 11-5; 
2001: 10-6

5) Glencoe
Overall
107-59; .644 winning %
Year by year breakdown
2010: 11-7; 2009: 12-6; 2008: 10-8; 2007: 10-6; 2006: 
13-3; 2005: 7-9; 2004: 12-4; 2003: 13-3; 2002: 8-8; 
2001: 11-5

6) Watertown
Overall
103-63; .620 winning %
Year by year breakdown
2010: 10-8; 2009: 10-8; 2008: 16-2; 2007: 11-5; 2006: 
9-7; 2005: 11-5; 2004: 8-8; 2003: 7-9; 2002: 9-7; 
2001: 12-4

7) Hamburg
Overall
95-69; .579 winning %
Year by year breakdown
2010: 10-8; 2009: 9-9; 2008: 13-6; 2007: 8-7; 2006: 
11-4; 2005: 9-7; 2004: 7-8; 2003: 11-5; 2002: 9-7; 
2001: 8-8

7) Young America
Overall
95-69; .579 winning %
Year by year breakdown
2010: 9-9; 2009: 11-7; 2008: 12-7; 2007: 12-3; 2006: 
10-5; 2005: 9-7; 2004: 10-5; 2003: 8-8; 2002: 6-10; 
2001: 8-8

9) New Germany
Overall
80-86; .481 winning %
Year by year breakdown

2010: 5-13; 2009: 9-9; 2008: 6-12; 2007: 3-13; 2006: 
7-9; 2005: 9-7; 2004: 12-4; 2003: 9-7; 2002: 12-4; 
2001: 8-8

10) Norwood
Overall
54-110; .329 winning %
Year by year breakdown
2010: 4-14; 2009: 7-11; 2008: 9-10; 2007: 3-12; 2006: 
3-12; 2005: 4-12; 2004: 5-10; 2003: 5-11; 2002: 9-7; 
2001: 5-11

11) Carver
Overall
17-38; .309 winning %
Year by year breakdown
2010: 5-13; 2009: 8-10; 2008: 4-15

12) Mayer
Overall
46-120; .277 winning %
Year by year breakdown
2010: 4-14; 2009: 4-14; 2008: 4-14; 2007: 6-10; 2006: 
5-11; 2005: 5-11; 2004: 7-9; 2003: 4-12; 2002: 2-14; 
2001: 5-11

13) St. Boni
Overall
29-137; .174 winning %
Year by year breakdown
2010: 3-15; 2009: 0-18; 2008: 3-15; 2007: 5-11; 2006: 
3-13; 2005: 3-13; 2004: 1-15; 2003: 4-12; 2002: 6-10; 
2001: 1-15

14) Cologne
Overall
21-143; .128 winning %
Year by year breakdown
2010: 8-10; 2009: 5-13; 2008: 2-17; 2007: 0-15; 2006: 
2-13; 2005: 1-15; 2004: 2-13; 2003: 0-16; 2002: 0-16; 
2001: 1-15

A look back at the last 10 years in the CRVL

“Every day is a new opportunity. You can build on yesterday’s success or put its 

failures behind and start over again. That’s the way life is, with a new game every 

day, and that’s the way baseball is.” – Bob Feller
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Da’Boars 
Bar and Grill

Cologne, MN

(952) 466-3800

Over 30 years in business!

Denny’s Barber Shop
Dennis Wendlandt, owner

1218 Greeley Ave.,Glencoe

(320) 864-4634
Your hometown barber since 1969

Go 
Brewers!

Good Luck Wildcats in 2011Good Luck Wildcats in 2011

Downtown Lester Prairie  •  (320) 395-2877 •  www.dodgehousebar.com

Corner of County Road 1 and Main Avenue, Winsted
Metro (320) 485-2535

www.hjsigns.com      signs@heraldjournal.com

♦ Exterior Signs &
   Displays
♦ Interior Signs &
   Displays
♦ Lighted Signs
♦ Gemini Lettering
♦ Vehicle Graphics

♦ Window Lettering
♦ Engraving/Awards
♦ Banners, Flags
   & Pennants
♦ Decals, Labels
   & Magnets
♦ And, more!

GET YOURGET YOUR
SIGNS HERESIGNS HERE
HJ

erald
ournal Sign &

Graphics

GET YOURGET YOUR
SIGNS HERESIGNS HERE

Your Local Source forYour Local Source for
Full Color, Custom SignageFull Color, Custom Signage

Your Local Source forYour Local Source for
Full Color, Custom SignageFull Color, Custom Signage

Neil Schlagel • 320.282.6506 • neil@prowoodbats.com
www.prowoodbats.com

CRVL Players
You are Welcome to 

RIVERSIDE
BAR & RESTAURANT

Under New Ownership
 - Taylor Sommerfeld, owner - 

(FINAL)
NORTH DIVISION

Winsted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16-2 –
Glencoe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11-7 5.0
Watertown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10-8 6.0
New Germany . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-13 11.0
Mayer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-14 12.0
St. Boni . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-15 13.0

SOUTH DIVISION
Green Isle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13-0 –
Brownton. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14-4 1.5
Plato  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9-4 4.0
Hamburg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10-8 5.5
Young America . . . . . . . . . . . .9-9 6.5
Cologne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8-10 7.5
Carver . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-13 10.5
Norwood . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-14 11.5

2010 CRVL Standings 2010 B Section Standings
(FINAL)

Section 3B
Shakopee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13-2 –
Green Isle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9-6 4.0
Chaska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8-7 5.0
Jordan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6-9 7.0
Prior Lake . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-10 8.0
Victoria . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-11 9.0

(FINAL)
Section 8B

Winsted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8-4 –
St. Michael  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8-4 –
Maple Lake . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8-4 –
Dassel-Cokato . . . . . . . . . . . . .6-6 2.0
Delano . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5-7 3.0
Hutchinson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5-7 3.0
Plato  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-10 6.0

North

• Mayer – Nic Haller
• Watertown – Jared Duske
• Glencoe – Dan Ford
• New Germany – MJ Iverson
• Winsted – Gregg Kohler
• St. Boni – Mike Dumas

South

• Brownton – Brad Daak
• Hamburg – Matt Schwichtenburg
• Young America – Bobby Kraemer
• Cologne – Brandon Buesgens
• Carver – Tim Campbell
• Norwood – Craig LaPlante
• Plato – Brian Graupmann
• Green Isle – Zach Herd

Team MVPs for 2010
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The rumor mill has been 
very quiet this off -season

By Aaron Schultz
CRVL Editor

There has been plenty of talk this off-
season, but not much of it concerns player 
movement.

Most of the discussion and debate go-
ing on has to do with Green Isle, Plato, and 
Winsted moving back to Class C, and the 
addition of Waconia to the league.

The majority of the rumors I’ve been 
hearing has to do with Crow players leav-
ing their respective teams and heading to 
Waconia.

The main names that have been thrown 
around are Ben Smothers from Plato, An-
drew Frederickson from Hamburg, and 
Craig LaPlante from Norwood.

True or not, no one will know, for sure, 
until March when players can get their re-
leases and sign with new teams.

There is also talk of Mac Zachow no lon-
ger playing with the Green Isle Irish.

This one will be fun to follow on a few 
fronts.

First, if Zachow doesn’t play with Green 
Isle, will he be playing with some other 
team, or hang it up altogether?

Or, if he does come back to Green Isle, 
would the state board look at moving the 
Irish back up to Class B?

These are questions that will be fun to 
watch and fi nd out the answers to.

Other than that, there really isn’t much 
news out there of players moving.

There has been some changes in manag-
ers in the league, as Mike Herd at Green 
Isle, Brian Eggers at Hamburg, and Nick 
Luebke at St. Boni all may no longer be 
managing their respective teams.

Rumor has it Matt and Troy Breyer will 
manage Green Isle, Dereck Wolter could be 
the manager at Hamburg, and Dennis Za-
bell at St. Boni.

201 Ash Ave. (Hwy. 25), Mayer, (952) 657-2291
Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily;  Sat. 8 a.m. to 12 noon

fiberglass insulation supplier

Mayer Lumber Co.
IN BUSINESS SINCE 1938

Your

BUILDING 
HEADQUARTERS 

for
 NEW HOMES • REMODELING

UTILITY SHEDS •DECKS • GARAGE

LYLELYLE
1320 Pryor Ave1320 Pryor Ave

GlencoeGlencoe
320-864-6222320-864-6222

MIKEMIKE
575 Jeff erson St575 Jeff erson St

HutchinsonHutchinson
320-234-9690320-234-9690

KEVINKEVIN
324 Railroad St W324 Railroad St W

 NYA NYA
952-467-3787952-467-3787

Good Luck Teams!

Good luck to 
all teams 

in the Crow 
River Valley 

League.

Have a safe and fun 
2011 season!

Sherm’s
St. Boni Inn

On & Off Sale
(952) 446-1215

118 Main Street East, Norwood/Young America

(952) 467-2293

Good Luck 
Young America 

Cardinals

LAST
CALL TOO

What will 2012 look like?
By Aaron Schultz
CRVL Editor

According to the Mayan calendar, 2012 
will be the end of the world.

Well, 2012 might also signal the end of 
the current class system in Minnesota ama-
teur baseball.

The state board has been doing a lot of 
talking on how to change things up when it 
comes to classifying teams.

Ultimately, this year, no major changes 
were put into place, as they didn’t want to 
rush into any decision.

But when 2011 comes to an end on Labor 
Day, the state board will be seriously con-
sidering making some sweeping changes.

A number of proposals are being talked 
about, with a few of them seeming like they 
have more steam than others.

One of the most talked about scenarios 
has the state adding another class.

Currently, there is Class A, B, and C, 
with A being the city teams inside the 
494/694 loop.

Class B is mostly made up of larger teams 
outside that loop, and other very successful 
teams. Class C is everybody else.

If the state adds a class, it would be made 
up of the less successful current Class B 
teams along with the top teams from Class 
C.

Seemingly this proposal would greatly 
affect the Crow River Valley League, with 
a handful of teams possibly being moved up 
to that new class.

There is also a scenario where the top 
Class B teams merge with the top Class A 
teams, then the rest of the Class A, Class B, 
and the top Class C teams would form the 
new Class B, leaving Class C for everyone 
else.

Pretty much any scenario you can think 
up has probably been discussed at some 
point.

What will happen? Who knows, but it 
sure will be interesting to see what if any-
thing happens.
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Waconia Lakers join the CRVL North Divison in 2011
WHAT’S NEW IN THE CROW, from 1

In the South, no team will receive a bye.
Instead, the top seed will play the eighth 

seed in the opening round, and so on down 
the line.

The second round would remain as it has 
always been, bringing it down to two teams 
that reach regions.

In the North, the top seed would be the 
lone team in the CRVL playoffs to receive 
an opening-round bye, and would play the 
lowest-seeded team remaining in the sec-
ond round.

Meanwhile, the second seed would play 
the eighth seed and so on in the opening 
round.

When the league playoff wraps up, and 
four teams are left standing, it looks very 
likely the CRVL will be in its own region 
this season.

That offi cially won’t be known until this 
spring, when the state board sets the region 
assignments.

Should the CRVL host its own region 
this year, the tournament will be hosted by 
a North Division team.

Watertown, Winsted, St. Boni, and Mayer 
all threw their hats into the ring to host the 
Region 7C tournament.

There was some region discussion at the 
Jan. 10 CRVL meeting, but no vote was 
taken.

It was determined that the four teams 
that want the region would come back at the 
next CRVL meeting Monday, March 21 and 
make a presentation.

After the presentations, the league would 

vote.
The initial vote will narrow it down to 

two locations for regions, and then another 
vote will be taken to determine the host site 
for regions.

Another year in the CRVL and more 
changes.

This year should be a fun one, though, 
as whichever teams from the Crow that ad-
vance to state will get to play in their own 
backyards.

Brownton and Glencoe, both members of 
the CRVL, will be the hosts for the 2011 
state tournament, with Hutchinson being 
the third site.

Waconia added to the CRVL
For many years, the CRVL stayed set at 

12 teams.
Well, the Crow moved up to 14 teams 

back in 2008, with the additions of Carver 
and Brownton.

That number has now grown to 15 teams, 
as the league voted to accept Waconia into 
the league this off-season.

The Lakers will be on probation this 
year, and do not have any voting rights at 
league meetings.

If everything goes well this year, the 
league can accept Waconia fully into the 
league.

Last fall, Mike Bullis from the Waconia 
baseball team made contact with CRVL 
representatives and expressed an interest in 
joining the league.

Bullis then attended the Oct. 18 league 
meeting, letting the league know Waconia 

was very interested in joining the CRVL.
No action was taken at that time by the 

league, as a special meeting was set up for 
Nov. 22.

At the Nov. 22 meeting, after learning 
that Winsted, Green Isle, and Plato were 
all moved back down to Class C, the league 
voted on adding Waconia, and it passed.

Dan Durkin and Jeff Lenz were present 
for Waconia, and there was extensive dis-
cussion on the matter of adding them.

By a closed vote, Waconia was accepted 
to the league by an eight-to-fi ve margin.

It was voted on to add Waconia to the 
North Division.

Schlagel and Kuerschner 
switch positions in league

For a number of years now, Neil Schla-
gel has been the league secretary/treasurer, 
while Jason Kuerschner has been the vice 
president.

At the Oct. 18 league meeting, it was vot-
ed on to switch the two and their positions.

Kuerschner is now the sec./treas., and 
Schlagel is the new vice president.

MVP award winners
At the Oct. 18 meeting, the league voted 

on its most valuable player and most valu-
able pitcher awards.

Winsted’s Gregg Kohler ran away with 
the MVP award, making him the third 
straight Wildcat to be named the league’s 
MVP.

In 2008, Joe Kley was the league’s MVP, 
and his brother Tony Kley was the MVP in 

2009.
The pitcher of the year vote was much 

more interesting.
After the initial vote, Brownton’s Nick 

Heller and Winsted’s Tony Kley had tied 
with the most votes, with a few others also 
receiving votes.

It was determined to revote just between 
Kley and Heller.

After the revote, the two were again 
tied.

At this time, it was determined that Kley 
and Heller would be named the co-pitchers 
of the year.

More news from the CRVL
• The league voted to keep the courtesy 

runner for catchers during regular season 
play.

The courtesy runner won’t be used at 
playoff time.

• Denis “Soup” Campbell was re-elected 
as the North Division president for a two-
year term.

Campbell is the Winsted Wildcats’ sec-
retary/treasurer, and has been the North 
President for many years now.

• The league voted to use Diamond D1-
Pro baseballs for this year. 

This is the exact baseball that will used 
by Brownton and Glencoe in the 2011 state 
tournament.

Next league meeting
The next league meeting will be Monday, 

March 21 at 7 p.m. at Dubb’s in Glencoe.

www.security-banks.com

Chaska
• 1575 White Oak Drive • P.O. Box 210
• (952) 448-2265 • Fax (952) 448-7608

New Germany
• 270 Broadway Street E. • P.O. Box 159
• (952) 353-2221 • Fax (952) 353-8071

Waconia – In store
• 851 Market Place Dr.
• (952) 442-5161

Mayer
• 317 Ash Avenue North • P.O. Box 133
• (952) 657-2309 • Fax (952) 657-2352

Waconia
• 539 South Elm Street • P.O. Box 45
• (952) 442-5161 • Fax (952) 442-5828

Cologne
• 1110 Village Parkway • P.O. Box 194
• (952) 466-2014

Stop in and check out the great menu and additional seating in ‘The Lodge.’

(507) 326-3561 • www.clubnewyorker.net

“Good Luck Green Isle Irish 
and all the teams

in the Crow River League”

   

MONDAYS
$5 Burger Baskets

LIVE MUSIC

DAILY HAPPY HOUR

HUGE SUMMER PATIO

Down South’s Kitchen is OPENDown South’s Kitchen is OPEN
• Now serving Burgers and 
  Homemade Stonebaked Pizzas
• Open 7 days per week 
• Serving specials every day

Come Try Our Awesome BurgersCome Try Our Awesome Burgers

Go WildcatsGo Wildcats

Open 6 days a week • 24 hour fax
We deliver locally • Pharmacist Owned/Operated

Cokato
(320) 286-5618

Winsted
(320) 485-2555

Annandale
(320) 274-3062
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Winsted and YA 
both advance 

to state

The Young America Cardinals advanced to the Class C state tournament in 2010 by fi nishing second in the Region 7C tournament. Members 
of the Cardinals include: Adam Ernst, Jon Werner, Clint Aretz, Eric Panning, Brandon Stender, Bobby Kraemer, Nik Franck, Chet Maschke, 
Bryan Lang, Adam Kostecka, Aaron Cook, Logan Harms, CJ Byrne, Colton Otto, JP Schwartz, Adam Esselmann, Tony Burt, Wes Willemsen, 
Eric Ernst, Joel Stender, Troy Kohls, Colin Kerslake, and Nick St. John. Draftees for the Cardinals were Hamburg’s Mike Mueller, Norwood’s 
Craig LaPlante, and Maple Plain’s Billy Soule. Kevin Kohls is the manager for Young America.

Dr. Timothy Sheehan
320-485-2380

421 6th St. S., Winsted

The Well-Adjusted
Sports Enthusiast

If you’re serious about sports, 
you should think about having 
a chiropractor on your team. 
Chiroprac tors  are  specia l ly 
trained in the treatment of sports 
injuries and their prevention. 
In fact,  regular chiropractic 
adjustments can help keep you from 
getting injured. Why not give us a 
call today?

CHIROPRACTORS . . .
We can help.

STATE TOURNAMENT, from 1
As for Winsted, they took a much differ-

ent path to a different state tournament.
In their fi rst year in Class B, the Wildcats 

won the Section 8B playoffs to advance to 
state.

Winsted, which fi nished 16-2 in the 
CRVL and 29-9 overall, opened up the 
Section 8B playoffs with a 2-1 win over 
Hamel.

The Wildcats then topped Hutchinson 6-
5, settting up a showdown with St. Michael, 
with the winner going to state.

Trailing late in the game against St. Mi-
chael, the Wildcats scored two runs in the 
bottom of the ninth to beat the Saints 11-10, 
punching its ticket to state.

Winsted then beat Hutchinson, again, to 
be the top seed out of Section 8B.

At state, the Wildcats had their troubles 
with Burnsville, losing 11-5 to end its sea-
son.

Downtown
Lester Prairie

(320) 395-8467

Wildcats!
Go

Cologne to host snow softball tournament March 5
By Aaron Schultz
CRVL Editor

The Cologne Hollanders will be hosting 
a beer bust and a snow softball tournament 
March 5 in Cologne.

The games will take place at Robert G. 
Fritz Memorial Park and Cologne Lions 
Park.

Games start at 8 a.m. and run through 
3 p.m., with the beer bust to follow at Da 
Boars Bar in Cologne.

The cost is $200 per team and will be 
limited to eight teams.

Included in that $200 entry fee is 10 tick-
ets to the beer bust, a $50 value.

To reserve a spot in the tournament, or 
for more information, contact Jeff Bessire at 

(952) 688-8503 or at jeffbessire@hotmail.
com.

Cost for tickets to the beer bust is $5 in 
advance or $6 at the door.

The beer will flow from 4 to 5 p.m.; 6 
to 7 p.m.; and 8 to 9 p.m.; with karaoke to 
follow.

The Hollanders will also be having a 
steak fry at Da Boars Bar Friday, April 29.

Additional information on the steak fry 
will be available at the beer bust.
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2011 state tournament 
format is still up in the air

By Aaron Schultz
CRVL Editor

As of the last state board meeting, how 
the 2011 state tournaments for Class C and 
Class B in Glencoe and Brownton will run 
was not known.

Representatives from Glencoe and 
Brownton informed the CRVL that, as of 
Jan. 10, the state board was still deciding 
what format will be used for state.

Teams from Class B asked the state 
board if they could end its state tournament 
the weekend before Labor Day weekend.

Over the past years, both the Class C 
and Class B state tournaments would run 
over three weekends, with the champion-
ship games taking place on Labor Day for 
both classes.

While it is a good bet that no major 
change to the tournament will happen, it 

can’t be ruled out just yet.
One option is to have the Class B state 

tournament run over two weekends, end-
ing before Labor Day weekend, with the 
Class C state tournament also being just 
two weekend, and ending on Labor Day 
weekend.

Of course, any change could mean more 
games played at the third site of the tourna-
ment, Hutchinson.

If the Class C state tournament would get 
pushed back a weekend, that could leave an 
open week in August for Class C teams in 
the playoffs.

Of course, this is just all speculation, as 
no one will know until the state board offi-
cially sets the schedule.

The best bet is that the format won’t 
change this year, and instead will be very 
similar to last year’s schedule.

2011 MBA CALENDAR OF EVENTS
• February – League organization and planning
• Saturday, March 12 – State board meeting, 1 p.m., Holiday Inn, St. Cloud
• Sunday, March 13 – State board meeting, 1 p.m., Holiday Inn, St. Cloud
• Tuesday, March 15 – Player must have residence established on or before this date
• Friday, April 1 – Final date for registration of leagues and acknowledgement of 

Constitution
• Friday, April 15 – Board members will meet at Holiday Inn, St. Cloud, 7 p.m.
• Sunday, April 17 – State board meeting, 10 a.m., Eastside VFW, St. Cloud. Submit 

player questionnaires article 9, parg. C 2011 MBA handbook (player must appear in 
person along with his manager before the state board for final approval). Player must be 
approved by their league and state before he can participate in a game.

• Saturday, May 14 – State board meeting, 11 a.m., Holiday Inn, St. Cloud.
• Saturday, June 11 – State board meeting, 1 p.m., Eastside VFW, St. Cloud.
• Thursday, June 30 – (League roster meeting), Final date for signing and releasing 

players.
• Thursday, July 7 – Final date for the team roster to be received by state secretary.
• Friday, July 15 – State board will inspect parks at 2011 tournament sites – Glencoe, 

Brownton, and Hutchinson.
• Saturday, July 16 – State board meeting, 1 p.m., Pizza Ranch, Glencoe.
• July 3 through 17 – Suggested dates to begin league playoffs “B” and “C”
• Sunday, August 14 – Suggested that class “B” and “C” champion and runner up be 

determined
• August 19, 20, 21 – State tournament class “B” and “C”
• August 26, 27, 28 – State tournament class “B” and “C”
• September 2,3,4,5 – State tournament class “B” and “C”
• Saturday, Sept. 17 – Hall of Fame banquet and old-timers reunion, Civic Center, St. 

Cloud.
• Saturday, Oct. 15 – State board meeting, 1 p.m. Eastside VFW, St. Cloud. Dinner with 

league officiers and commissioners at 4:30 p.m., annual meeting will follow.
• Saturday, Oct. 15 – Region, section commissioners meeting 3 p.m., Eastside VFW, 

St. Cloud.
• Saturday, Oct. 15 – State board meeting will follow annual meeting, Eastside VFW, 

St. Cloud.
• Saturday, Nov. 19 – State board meeting, 11 a.m., Holiday Inn, St. Cloud.

• Large selection of baseball shoes, 
equipment and apparel.

• Best pricing and quality on pro line 
custom uniforms anywhere.

• Taking care of the Minnesota Baseball 
Community for over 19 years.

www.kecksports.net

Official Supplier of
Irish and Wildcat Baseball

GET YOUR GAME ON

CITY MEAT MARKET
COMPLETE PROCESSING SERVICE
Andrew Dammann, Proprietor

320-328-4411
Brownton

GOOD LUCK 
BROWNTON BRUINS

IN 2011

Providing 
Quality Agronomy 

Products & Services

STINE

Doug 
Kraska

Joe 
Forner

SEED SALESSEED SALES

Planted & GrowingPlanted & Growing

WithWith  
Honesty • Integrity • ValueHonesty • Integrity • Value

• Crop Protection    • Nutrient Management    
• Crop Consulting    • Plant Food, Anhydrous, Lime, & VRT  
• Turfs & Pasture Management   • Producers, Croplan, Asgrow, Dekalb,  
• Grid Sampling       NK Hybrids, & Stine
• Custom Anhydrous Application   • Yield Mapping

(952) 466-3730 (952) 466-3730 
www.midcountycoop.com
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Midway wins 
Class C title

By Aaron Schultz
CRVL Editor

Going a perfect 6-0 in the Class C state 
tournament, Midway claimed the 2010 state 
championship.

After winning their opening game of the 
tournament 13-3 over Kasson, Midway won 
a bunch of very tight games.

In the second round, Midway snuck past 
St. Joseph 2-0.

In the third round, it was another close 
one for Midway, as they topped Loretto 2-1.

Loretto was the Region 7C champions, 
joining Young America as the two Region 
7C representatives in the tournament.

In its opening game, Loretto beat New 
Prague 3-2, then beat Ada 5-3 before falling 
to Midway.

Loretto as then eliminated from the tour-
nament by fellow North Star League mem-
ber Howard Lake, 4-1.

Midway then beat Raymond 4-3, and 
topped Moorhead 5-4 to reach the champi-
onship game.

In the title game, Midway beat Moorhead 
once again, and again the score was 5-4, to 
lock up the state title.

The best fi nish from any team in the area 
was by the Howard Lake Orphans, which 
fi nished third.

The Orphans beat Wilmont and then New 
Ulm, before falling to Raymond 3-0.

Howard Lake came through the consola-
tion round, beating Loretto, Sacred Heart, 
and Raymond to get with-in one game of the 
championship, where they fell to Moorhead 
4-1.

Jake Lund of Midway was named the 
MVP of the tournament. Lund had a .412 
batting average with four RBIs at the plate, 
and was 3-0 with a 1.13 ERA and 34 strike-
outs on the mound.

Members of the 2009 Class C All-State 
Tournament team are as follows: Jake Lund 
(Midway), Shane Hendrickson (Midway), 
Zach Etter (Midway), Mike Basso (Mid-
way), Ryan Olson (Moorhead), Mike Pe-
schel (Moorhead), Tim Jallon (Moorhead), 
Matt Oye (Moorhead), Tyler Knott (Ray-
mont), Jordan Smith (Raymond), Luke Ga-
gnon (Howard Lake), Adam Koch (Howard 
Lake), Jeremy Hinderks (Sacred Heart), 
Justin Schlemmer (Sacred Heart), and Chad 
Weiss (Lastrup).

BROWNTON CO-OP
AG CENTER

Mini Storage • Fertilizer
Spraying • Chemicals

Brownton • (320) 328-5211
Grain Div. (320) 328-5502

877-328-5211
451 3rd Street, Green Isle

(507) 326-3200

Good Luck
on the Diamond

in 2011!

CORNERSTONE 
STATE BANK
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Baseball Quote

Shakopee wins 
second straight 

Class B title
By Aaron Schultz
CRVL Editor

For the second straight season, Shakopee 
claimed the Class B state championship.

Shakopee reached the title game by win-
ning its fi rst four games of the tournmanet 
over Austin, Hastings, Burnsville, and Sav-
age.

In the fi rst game of the championship, 
Shakopee fell to Dundas 4-3, setting up a 
second game for all the marbles.

Shakopee bounced back from its only 
loss at state, beating Dundas 3-1 to lock up 
its second staight title.

Troy Wasiloski of Shakopee was named 
the Class B tournament MVP as he hit .391 
in the tournament with six runs scored, two 
home runs, one double, seven RBIs, and 
had a sluggling percentage of .698.

Area teams Winsted and Hutchinson 
both made the Class B tournament, and 
were one-and-done.

Hutchinson fell to Savage 4-1 in the 
opening round, while Winsted was beaten 
by Burnsville 11-5.

Members of the 2010 Class B All-State 
Tournament team are as follows: Troy Wasi-
loski (Shakopee), Dane Secott (Shakopee), 
Curt Hartfi el (Shakopee), Chris Baso (Sha-
kopee), Scott Hollingsworth (Shakopee), 
Charile Rudd (Dundas), Brandon Rolloff 
(Dundas), Todd Mathison (Dundas), Carson 
Jones (Dundas), Tony Peterson (Savage), 
Travis Pugliese (Savage), Bryan Denisen 
(Rochester), Josh Matti (Rochester), Mark 
Moriarty (Hastings), and Kyle Henkemeyer 
(Sauk Rapids).

“Baseball hasn’t forgotten me. I go to a lot of old-timers 

games and I haven’t lost a thing. I sit in the bullpen and let 

people throw things at me. Just like old times.” – Bob Uecker

Go

od luck St. Boni Saints!Go

od luck St. Boni Saints!

Grumpy’s on Main
Pizza, Burgers, & More!

St. Bonifacius • (952) 446-1478

Bob Kreie
Agent

After Hours: (320) 328-4466

142 Fourth Ave. North, PO Box 160
Brownton, MN  55312

Phone: (320) 328-5716
Fax: (320) 328-5736

e-mail: hpins@embarqmail.com

Serving Brownton and the Surrounding Area

GOOD LUCK
To All Teams!
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Crow River Valley League 2010 Statistics (FINAL)

Batting Average (40 or more at bats)

Team Pitching

Team Batting

ERA (30 or more innings)

Pitching Wins

Strikeouts

Runs ScoredHome Runs

Triples

Doubles

RBIs

Walks
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